'STORY

In 1939 the migration of the native population
of Cummeragunga Aboriginal Station from the
north: bank ofi the Murray across the river .into
Victoria created a little inter-State incident of
which - the background is- given - by Ronald
"Morgan in ““Reminiscences of the Aboriginal
Station at Cummeragunga and its° Aboriginal
People” (Fitzroy : Fotoscreen Process Printers;

limited edition:for p

-R., MORGAN,
A three - quarter - blood
‘W aborigine, was born in

. " the community of
which he tells the story. His
father, Bagot Morgan; a Yorta
Yorta half-blood, was ‘born in
the 1850’s, and in 1874 built with

AT AB% 1083,

independent farmers., These block-
ers worked hard at clearing, plough-
ing and sowing, and went out-shears
ing and harvesting when they could.
Many got their first crop, ;

- Then arose a difficulty which was

Australia,

his: own hands the crude bark
hut in which originated the
Maloga Aboriginal Mission of
which Cummeragunga“was the
SUCCessor. .

Mr, Morgan possesses. a. photo-
graph of the bark hut, with an in-
scription that tells much of the
story: o |

“The Maloga  Mission. Inter-
denominational. Founded by Mr.
and Mrs. Danlel Matthew, .ghne,
1874. Branches: New South JMales,

Queensland, South Australlag§Ob-
Jjects: The social apll Woralggeva-
tlon of the blacks hie. opnies,

the protection &l
children, trainin
teaching in village
ported by voluntg
Nop salaried officers _ .
lectors, Daniel Matfhew, Director.
Headquarters, Argyle Villa, Barry
Street, Carlton.” i
Maloga

Maloga seems to have been a big
Dlace, carrying Yorta and Yul-
laba Yullaba people and aborigines
from a&s far away as Sydney. A
clergyman was in frequent attend-
ance to marry and baptise. The
few Maloga people who remain
tell of its strict rules, the duily wor-
ship, the rigid Sabbath, the popular-

Ity of the Matthewes, and the pros-
perity of the settlement.

But the settlernent was cramped.
Matthew opened another one at
Warangesta, on the Murrumbidgee.
When the N.S.W. Government took
over Maloga in 1883 they transferred
everything a few miles up river to
|an area of some thousands of acres
af Cummeragunga.

The various localities are full of
memories.for Mr. Morgan; the river
landmarks up and down from Bar-
mah and the Moira Lakes, the old
burial ground .at Maloga “oblitera-
ted by the ploughs of more recent
owners and fortune hunters,” the
original aspect .of -‘Cummeragunga,
once dense with black and grey box,
yellow jack, Murray plne and red
gum, but thoroughly .cleared for
mslgﬂrmstnuw

seihement at Cummeragunga
began with an incident whjzﬁulegrt
S0TO -f_ge_llngs. The part called
Ulunja hed to. be abandoned . for
community settlement, as being-too
far from . the river water. But it was
too good to leave idle.

Indgbendence

1t"was therefore divided bstween
{*the ablest aboriginal men to clear
| and work for themsa_lves_ _lﬂ_*__ﬁrjl_;_;._r_,____i‘t

: . i OV oung

.M.,

small

to make difficulties for small farm-
ing -in other .countries as-well as
_ a, The blockers -had no
horses or implements and the sta-
tlon, 1t was sald, had only encugh
for itself. Lt Tk '
The Aborigines’ Protection: Board
did not hesitate. Ignoring. the
labors and hopes of the blockers, it
repossessed Ulunja, now beginning
to blossom -like the rose, into the
general Cummeragunga - holding.
For more than 30 years now Ulunja
has been in private, white hands.
But for a couple of decades or
s0. Cummeragunga was to'be a pro-
sperous - collective farm. Of ‘its
large native population; the major-
ity of the men worked outside, com-
'hn 3 Safirdays for family

_. t Sy L amsvaltien,

h W siderable. .
ere wa5. medical- attention for
with a weekly .doctor {rom

' | Echuca and interim attention from

the colored schoolmaster, who ope-
rated the dispensary.

There were two stores, one sells
ing clothes and groceries, the other
lssuing free rations. The Station’s
flocks and herds furnished plenty of
meat and milk. )

Sport |

Cummeragunga turned out cham-
pion cricket and football teams,
famous runners and, later on, hardy
soldlers. It put on concerts,
dances, ' pageants, & Chrisimas
Sports Carnival with bicycle -races.

‘Increasing prosperity brought new
teams of horses, new ploughs, disc
cultivators, drills, combines. While
wheat was the major product, there
was also a surplus of cattle and
sheep to sell. - '

But {n 1910 there came new man-
agement, in 1913 the beginning of
a three-year drought, in 1814 war,
and Cummeragunga was in decline.

Few people recelved rations, more
had to work outside, friction arose
between manager and natives, rules
and regulations. ‘were. tightened’ up,
young and old :were summoned to
court, gaol or fine was usually fol-
lowed by a ticket of expulsion and
altogether it looked as if things
were. working *o put an end to. the
Cummeragunga experiment, .

After 1910, “there was unrest:on
Cummeragunga for many years. The
aborigines' had had a tuste of clivi-
lisation. . ... They knew too that
not far away was something that
people ‘called democracy. . . .”

Then came 1839 and the walk-out.
'Today Cummeragunga has some 30
aborigines where once it had many
hundreds.

But Mr, Morgan’s hope is not, ule-
timately, in segregation but in as-
similation. For assimilation, he
points out, “began from the entry
of white men to our shores.”
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