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“MARCH ON DARWIN”

DARWI

ing on Darwin.”

They arrested a strike
leader, an aborigine
named Lawrence, and a
striking police tracker,
named Bill Palata, neither
of whom resisted.

so swiftly.
Police told them to dro

sticks and exhaust pipes,
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Tairs branch will arrange for
thelr defence.

Police refused a request br
the acting secretary of the
North Australian Workers'
Union (Mr. T. Peel) to ball
out Lawrence and Bill Palata,
because sborigines can only be

Ten police, led by BSergeéant|pailed out to the Native Af-
Mutch, dispersed the aborigines|fairs branch or to their em-
outside Darwin while reporters ploy
were Interviewing the strik-
ers. The aborigines looked on| ous that the arrest of the two
quietly as the two men were| aboriginal strike leaders is a
. arrested and appeared bewll- dell.bernte attempt to cut off
dered because the police acted| the leadership of the strike

Mr. ‘Peel sald: “It is obvi-

——

Police Disperse Armed
Aboriginal Strikers

, Wednesday.—Police at midday today dispersed
a group of 32 abongmal strikers armed with iron rods, pomted
who were, in their own words, “march-

1951

and Intimidate these people,
who are standing up for their
rights both as workers and

hrman beings”

He added that, although the
strike was organised by the
aborigines themselves, the
union would do everything in
its power to obtain award ratex
and conditions and full cltizen-
ship rights for aboriginal;
workers, .

Before his arrest Lawrence;:
said that the aborigines were!’
marching on Darwin to inter-
view Mr. Moy and then visit
the office of the North Austra-|

their weapons and walk bac
to Berrimah aboriginal reserve,
about 'six miles away.

The aborigines went
quietily.

The N.T. Director of Native!
Affalrs (Mr. F. H. Moy!'
watched proceedings. |

Assorted Weapons

Police later located all the
weapons In the grass. Th87l1
included crenk handles at-
tached to long ropes, iron rods,
with leather handles on them,
pointed sticks, exhaust pipes,
steel rods and iron bars.

Before they re-entered the
Berrimah reserve later today,
the aborigines sald that they
had decidel to stay on strike
until Lawreace and Bill Pala-
ta were released.

The police later t:hmed
Lawrence, under the Observ-
ance of Law Ordinance (1921),
with interfering with the right
of a person to carry on his
lawful occupation and Blll
Palata with disturbing the
polt}oe in the execution of their
duty

Lawrence and Palata will
appear in Darwin police court:
tomorrow and the Native Az-l

RS

e —Jlian Workers’ Union.

Today was the third day
{| of the aborigines’ strike, and
i| there is no sign of a settle-
ment. It is the longest strike
the aborigines have had in
the N.T.

They will not be allotted
fitheir “usual plcture bus to-
#inight, and the strikers are
a.guing without their midday;

fimeal.
E The strike has not seriously|:
g

;jﬁnected normal life in Dar-|:

Many housewives have to do
thelr own washing, ironing|
and house cleaning, while
some not very importantl:
muzicipal work Is being Iettf"
undbne
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