Age 20 February 1951

REDS BLAMED FOR
NATIVE STRIKES

Action Against N.T.
Leaders Defended

CANBERRA, Monday.—The Acting Minister for the Interior
(Mr.  Anthony) said today there was little doubt that strikes
by. abérigines in the MNorthern Territory were part of a Com-
munisf-inspired plan for general industrial disturbance.

“1 am-not ,;;repured to allow natives, who are wards of the
Commonwealth, to be used for this purpose,” Mr. Anthony
added '

He was commeénting
or. the gaoling of one
aborigine, Lawrence,
and the removal from
Darwin of another, Fred
Waters, for taking part.
in strikes.

The N.S.W. Chief Secretary,

igines, Lawrence .from the welfare of ihe natives
‘or from that matter of the
2 /s Mr. Anthony added.
2 win aborigines refused
- orm a corroboree for the
71 fing American rtourists of
dis-/the' M.S. Stella Polaris unless
itheir strike leaders are released
|from gaol and exile.
The corroboree !s given as

N't Justified

Mr. Clive Evatt) described th2|
moval of Waters as “further;
dence of the Australian

olice State.” .
Mr. Anthony said: “The ac

tion taken in the case of Wat~

ers has been entirely at the;
instance of the local adminis-
tration at Darwin.

“I have no doubt the ad-
ministrator acted after careful
considération for the sole pur-
pose of protecting the interests
of the patives themselves,”
Mr. Anthony said.

“The primary consideration
in this matter is the welfare

|the entertainment in Darwin

“There is no real’ -
tion 1 p at
e APRER: 205
“Their conditions of erploy-
ment are being constantly re-
viewed. :

“Those employed by the Go-
vernment receive £2 a week In
addition to the free supply of
their essential needs.

“Having regard to thelr
needs, and the quality and
limited hours of their work

I am satisfied that the total

remuneration is reasonable

and adequate,” Mr. Anthony
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said.

“It Is the Government’s pol-|

icy to exempt from control an

after himself and make

jown decisions. :
| “Except in very rare cases;

b

slobjectives

ithe time has not arrived wheu

ithe native of the Norther
Territory car do this.

Welfare Step

“It is most necessary to pre.
;vent further unsettlement o
‘Waters and Lawrence, an
| es which wo

jgreatly hamper their abso
tion into the community
which they must live.

“It must be emphasised
the administration is most
cerned with the best in‘eres
of the aborigines.

aborigine who is able to loo
bis

:

lin the official cruise booklet.

The natives held a meeting
jat Bagot-road compound last
Iweek and unanimously decided
"‘no Fred no Lawrence, no cor-
roboree.

Administration officlals have

tried tr nge the corroboree,
but the natives are firm.
! The Director of Native Af-
‘fairs (Mr. Mny) said the na-
tives-would not put on a corro-
boree because of “certain out-
side influences.”

I

“Those who have provoked:
the recent disturbance h avg

quite

dissoclate'!




