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LAWRENCE . . . an opparent leader . . .

HE 250 strike-con-
scious  aborigines
who recently held stop-
wark ~protests against
their Government - or-
dained standard of liv-
ing have started a new
chapter in aboriginal
history.

They have lit a fire that
will —and should — blaze
until the conditions of the
native population through-
out Australia are examined
dispassionately, carefully,
sympathetically, and free
of prejudices.

I stand with the natives
in their fght for a new
deal,

My first impression was that
the aborigine is not yet ready
for complete ladustrial eman-
cipation. with 15 dutles
of self-care snd clvie respon-
sibitity,

This was followed by the con-
tinuously growing conviction
that he is at deast - entitled,
humanly, to & chance to test
his ability to carry the burdens
that his release from the exisi-
Ing brand of govermment pater-
nality would place on him,

1 am convinced he should
have his chance.

Not getting
their dues

"HE aborigines claim a

payment of £7 a week,

the right lo malntain them-

selves on their wage, and full
clvic status within the law.

They do the menial tasks of
this pecullar town, which ap-
pears to be losing ail its reason
lor being, and for the great part
work for the Government.

TI“J:; scythe the tall gran
around these blazing streels
and roads, eollect the bottles
that give a quaint color Lo
the fostpaths, paddocks, and
facades of the rambling villags,
and generally act as the well-
known hewers and drawers.

Fnr this each s paid £2 a
week, and is entitled by ordin-
anca to liberal ratlons, more
than  adequats r.mmng and
sani, I:cl.or{ accommodati

Tt 15 est m-ted ummuv ihat
the wage and allowances cost
the Government
each aborlgine a week:
Be 35, the aborigines'. claim for
L7 a week, with the right to
victual and house himself, does
not seem extravagant—nor does
it offer any new menace Lo Lhe
Australian ta:

But—and I eay this with a
Jull sense of respansibility—I
ttq not belleve that the aboriclne

has ever recelved his ordained

_ ratigns.

T do not n-_-n:re that his
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GORDON WILLIAMS
L...._ in Darwin

Ihe natives demands 5 that no
“Jackie” (a tarm which reveals
the minds of its users—and thess

report on the aborigines’

include some i lgh ofcials up
here) is worth L£7 a week, Ha
will scythe grass for only mbout
three hours a day then

strike

n has

seillemenl accomm
ever been nuﬂutnry

of the ordinances have always
gRiven them elTect.

T know that within the last
few months the food supply and
the clothing issue in the town
compounds have improved. Sig-
nificantly, the Improvement fol-
lowed the first strike ‘the
abarigines in November,

Shock for the

unconditioned
uncaenattioned

UT the ordinance pro-

visions are still not ob-
served fully,

Until a few months ago many

shorigines were ltvlnn In virtual @
n r

s In

country ¢ 111| places that
would ll:wk the white mind
not conditioned to acceptance
of sgueh things by long vears of
Territorfan  life — with it
deathly tradition of raclal In-
tolerance, exploitation, and
miscegenation

I have seen within a few
miles of Darwin, almost under
the Administration's eye, and
certainly within its knowledge.
matives living in conditions of
such squalor. filth, and abase-
ment as defy open description,

1 have been given no satisfac-

tory officlal exp anation,

*
DEM.\NDS of the abori-
gine strikers must be
asseesed as an industrial elaim

and given the consideration any
fuch claim would recelve In &
court of arbitration.

Further, these demands or
their effect must be examined
from the human view)

iR 4TS
It m 1 ‘

ol 1 thy he ment,
seeks, s capable of hand- is patent:

ling It without barming himself

or his dependants, if his moral
fibre is touxh enough to with-
stand the temptations a white
sub-troplcal l:ll‘ﬂlﬁlllol‘l g

& moneyed man, and
escape exploltation.

= up the strike

I do not belleve this,

I have spokgn to dozens of
aborigines of varying degrees ni
intelligence; sohie have littls
knowledpe of why they strike
or for what, hut there are very
many  who are fully aware of

the :Imlﬂcmoe‘ol the fight and
bl

Lawre nce s rangy dissiden
m:uule aged Waugalt) Lribu-
man, and ageing Fred
(now in exilé at Haast's n!uﬂ]
were their apparent leaders,

“Hidden”
leadership

I AM certaln that behind

these apparent leaders
were and still-are more edu-
cated, more  alert, and much
wiser mborigines. wheo: choose
the way of darkness, knowing
that their appearance as leaders
of the betterment move would

patiently walt a return te the
eu_rghnnd reat of Lthe comj

peing. them  preclaely. what 8t ey declare that if “Jacl

has brought Fred w:uers
I have spoken lo
who might weil belong to this

And Darwin's blacks would be

small company of hidden Tovn b.;* e Lhaqurn-
. ment or driven out o W,

e e ta.  'They declars that, ¢fven £1

t!sht. help from the N.AW.U, & week,
that, however, 15 not
extraordinary.

I think any industrial nﬂzaru-
eatior, whether it adhered to
thew‘v‘lunrthcnammn:
of Labor, would have given
them similar support.

I know that the natives' cm

been  preju mn

—and then, with his depen-
dants, turn pack to the Govern-
ment for fnod and shelter,

‘They have unlﬁ‘eonhmnt tor
the aborigines' elaim for squal-
Ity of status—and to attempt tn
discuss the proposal with them -
objectively is o in¥its curiness,

southern mind tha rtpﬂlad telom, I TRCISO,
stalement that they are in the " “"..‘u.:‘é“i:“‘?ﬁl’%é?‘&?&?i’!\
grip of the unists. I be= i5 against the native: the few
lleve this statement 15 L= geintillant exeeptions prove the
considered, over-running rule,

Actually, the N.AW. Ud o "
an executive 18. -
B Commie miry as T hree-hour”
ALP, men. k

The number of rank and fite IO T
Communists {8 negligible; most .—0 ers

tes who

are Left wing

may ot best d
ta

bed as mili- |1 MAY ‘be that many

L, . natives given £7 a
The nativ ikesy SPTang  sveek would buy grog, ride In
from & purel # taxis, and gamble,
The very
ali (in 104

highly intelliggnt ab

has  some

teris:ies,
Thi= man is #till “in dreula-

tion,"” living & blameless, useful,

and purposeful Life,

Contemet in
high places

Lers,
Tho !W’G’M is explolted
now, but T know of no prosecu=
tions for overcharging.

It may be that no aborigine
is worth £7 & week as a werker,
but T know many employers,
particularly boatmen, 0 Py

'HE entry of the t:'h;’r trﬂ:ﬂ n;hom:m erews

r a week Aand mere.
NAWU. came after It may be that the aborizines
the sirike weapon had been will work only three hours a
taken from the day in the molst and shattering |

ATTIOLY.
Undwhmulrm union helped  troptc heat. cutiing the press
the aborigine to wield the and shifting the garbage. But |
weapon, but [ can find no evi- Ihne seen many white workers
dence that the union placed it this town whe labor nn
in_hiz hand. Jonrcr-—-t.n Darwin's very great

The great ‘white objection to discontent.




