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HE 250 strike-con-
scious aborigines
who recently held stop-
wark protests against
their Government - or-
dained standard of liv-
ing have started a new
chapter in aboriginal
history.

They have lit n fire that
will —and should — hlaze
until the conditions of the
native population through-
out Ausiralia are examined
dispassionately, carefully,
sympathetically, and free
of prejudices.

I stand with the natives
in thelr fight for a new
deal,

My first impresalon was that

the aborigine v not yet ready
for complete industrial eman-

glpationn, wilh {8 duties
6f self-care and elvie reapan-
slbility,

This was follawed by Lhe con-
tinuwously growing conviction
that he Iz at least - entliled,
humanly., to & chance to test
his abliity to carry the burdens
Ihat hix release from Che exist-
ing brand of government paler=
nallty snolild place on him,

am oonvinced he should
have his chance.

Not getting
their dues

,THE aborigines claim a
payment of £7 a week,

the right t{o maintain them-
eelves on thelr wage, and full
clvie atatis within the law.
They do the menial tasks of
this pecullar town, which ap-
pears L be losing mil lis reasan
for baing, and for the great part
work for the Govermment.,
They scythe the tall graa
around fthese bBlazing strecis
and ronds esllect the botiles
that give a guaint ecolor Lo
the [ootpalhs, paddocks, and
Tacades of the rambling village,
and generally act as the well=
known hewers and drawers.
Fnr thls each B paid £2 &
week, and Is entibled by ordin-
ance Lo liberal ratllons, maore
than adequate - elothing., and
gati-faclo
It 1
the wage and &) 5 Ccost
the Government E£6714'4 [or
éach aborlgine a week: if that
be a0, the aboripines'. claim for
LT a week, with the right to
victual and house himself, does
not seem extravaganl—nor does

it offer any new menace Lo the

Australisn {axpayer,

But—and I eay this with n
full sense of responsibility—I
do not believe that the aborigline
has ever received his ordaiped
rations,

I do mot belleve that his
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- « an spparent leader . . . rangy, middle-aged.
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report on the aborigines' strike

selilemenl accommodatlon has
over been eabinfnctory.

I do not think ilhat thosa
charged with the administration
af the ordinances have always
givenn them efTect.

I know that withdn the last
few months the food supply and
the elothing lssue tn the town
compounds have improved. Sig-
nificantly, the Improvement fol-
lowad the first strike af ‘the
abarigines in November,

Shock for the

unconditioned

BUT the ordinance pro-
visions are still not ob-

served fully,
Unbil & few monkths ago many

shorigines were living In virtual -

squalor and In

Happily,
and the ng

country  ang places that
wollld ehock the white mind
not condithoned to acceptancs
of such things by long years of
Territorjan life =— with ita
dedthly tradition of raclal In-
tolerance, exploitation, and
miscegenntion,

I have seen within & few
miles af Darwin, almost Under
the Adminkstrations eye, and
certainly within ils knowledige.
natives living in econditions of
such squalor. Alth, and abase-
ment as drfy cpen deseription,

I have been given no satisfac-
lory official exp’anation,

b 3
DEM&HDE of the abori-
gine strikers must be
nsseessd As an industtial elnim

and given the conslderatina any
sieh claim would recslve In &
court of arbitration,

Further, those demands or
thelr &fect must be examined
frem the human view

ol

BV i
aborigi th he
sepks, m}e of hand-
Iing it without barming himaelf

or his dependants, if his moral
fibre in- toughn enough o withs
stand the temptations & whits
mub-tropleal elvilisation gfMera Lo
R moneyed men, and
escape exploliation,

Assesgmment s
but not impossiy

d freely in the

at the abort-

L me their de-

up the siriks

. il thelr own will.
a5 becn sald again and

n that-they have been used

sy §ithe alleged]ly Communlst-

e rolled  MNorth  Australian
yorkers' Unlon.

I do not belleve this,

I have spokgn (o domens of
aborigines of vyarying degrees nf
intelligenee: some have litils
knowledpe of why they awrike
or for what, hut there are wvery
many who are fully aware of
the significance of the fght and

it calige,

Lawrence, n rangy dissident
middle-aged Waugalt] tribes-
man, and ageing Fred Walers
(rvorwe in, exile at Haast's Blufl)
were Lhelr apparent leaders,

“Hidden”
leadership

AM certaln that behind
these apparent leaders

were and still-are more edu-
cated, more  alert, and much
wizer aborigines, who choose
fhe way of darkneas, knowing
that their nppearance as leadera
of the betterment move would

l'{ accomnodation, 1
estimated officially that |

bring them precisely what If
has brought Fred Waters,

[ have spoken o aborigines
who piight well belong to this
smal! company of hildden

are,
L mey have received md-

ce, encouragement, and forth-
right help from the N.AW.IL
iz patent; that, however, s not
extraordinary.

I think any Industria) ergan!-
galior, whether it adhered o
the Leit wing or the Right wing
of Labor, would have gliven
them similar support,

I know thal the natives' cisn
has been prejudiced e Uhe
sauthern mind the repeated
statemrent that they are in the
grip of the Communists. I be=

Heve iLhis statement Iz Q=
congidered.
Actually, the N.AW.1. has

nn executive membership of 18,
Two ars Communizsis, many are
ALP. men.

The number of rank and fls
Communists (s negligible; most
are Left wing whn

teriscies,

Thiz man iz =] *in cdreulr=
tion,” living a blameless, useful,
and purposeful lfe,

Contempt in

high places

'HE entry of the
NAWU. came after

the strike weapon had been
taken from the armody.

Undoubtedly the unlon helped
the aborigine to wield the
weapon, but [ can find Ao evi-
dence that the union placed it
in hiz hand,

The great white objection o

the natives demands 5 thatl noe
“Jackie™ ia tarm which reveals
Lhe minds of it usere—and theza
include some i lgh ofizials up
here) s worth L7 a week, Ha
will scythe grass for only about
threr hours o day and then
patiently walt a return ta tha
case and reat af the com
They declare that if “Jackie™
had to be paid £7 a week, no
white man would him,
and Darwin's blacks would ba
thrown back on the Governs
ment or driven out of town.
They declare that, given E7
B week, the aborizine sodld
spend It on grog, gambling, lolly
water, ploture shows, Laxd rides
—and then, with bils depens
danis, turn pack to the Govern-
ment for fasd and shelter.
They have only contempt for
the. aborigines’ claim for equsi-
Ity of status—and to attempt ta
discuss the proposal with them
oojectively s W Invite curiness,
suspielon, and finally ostraciam,
The mind of the Terrilorlan
Is aguinsl the native; the few
scintillant exceplions prove tha
over-running rule,

“Th rm-huur:
workers

1‘1‘ may +be Lhat many
" natives given £7 a

Aveck would buy grog, ride In
3 & tixis, and gamhble,

It may be they would be exe
ploited. But there must ai-
h‘l;hrf:‘:ngl.rltmm:.nm-
ploitation in & community
such as this it would take no
great effort to seek out and desz-
troy the explolters.

The aborigine i3 exploited
now, but I know of oo prosecus
tions for overcharging,

It may be that no aborigina
1z worth L7 a wtek as n worker,
but T kmeow many employers,
particularly bomtmen. a pay
thelr tralned aborigine crews
L8 a week and mare,

It may be that the aborigines
will work only three hours a
day in the molst and shattscing
tropic heat. cutting the grass
angd shifting the parbayge. But |
I have seen many while workers
in this town whoe labor nn
longer—in Darwin's very great
discontent,
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