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itical campaigns to smash that
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'r dividuals - and  organizations

- throughout Australia and the
world _and at. demonstrations,
At Me.t 1970 members .from
the Aboriginal and Islanders Tri-
bal Council, Brishane attended

;- the Federal Council for the Ad.

vancement of Aborigines and
Torres ~ Strait  Islanders annual
conference to put forward the
demand of self-determination in
black affairs as well a3 to pol-
' “iticise the people attending that
~conference @5 fo the blatant
racism  under the Queensland
statutes and {o have them cam-
palgn  actively against that
racism, thus broaden the strupgle
20 that  black organizations
throughout & Australia  were re.
- eeiving information and ‘passing
resolutions on the racist nature
7 of the Queensland Act. Because
~ the aims of self-determination
were not realised by the Federal
< Councll for the Advancement of
Abu-ﬁ[me: and Torres Strait Is-
- landers, a split was caused in the

Wﬂn ‘#nd a-new organiz-
ation was formed called the Nat-
i Inlu! T!Ihll ﬂr:lumﬂ It Iu: beasic-

pﬂ;ﬂﬂcﬂ letters to many in-

fruitless -and the. poinls agreed

on by McMahen and Petersen
were -in fact meéaningless, The
black commumnity, backed by the

-Australian Council of Churches,
‘at the time demonstrated thelr

desagreements with the proposed
new legislation to be brought in
November 1971, The emotional
attitude of the black people and
the white people who were
aware of the atrocious situation
exploded and they wers refused
entry into thelr own offices of

thé Department of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Affairs

in George Street, Brishane. Riot
police initiated violent confront-
ation by pushing away people
who wished to talk to the dir-
ector of the Department of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
lander Affdirs. Numerdus run-
ning street fights broke out with
police and demonstrators which
resulted in the arrest of nine

v peaple,

The new legislation which was
proposed in 1971 divided the
Aboriginez  from the Torres
Slrait Islanders by the creation
of two separate acts of Padia-
ment. These are the political ac-
tivity taken by the Brishane
Tribal Council . Federal - Funds
were u:umedul:ehr cut off. Police.

oppression. and petivity from.

that time on had been increased
to suppress any political activity

~ in general and especially around
|, [the racist legislation which exist-
ed in that state. Labour politic- -
_hmwithinth.tshhdldnutup-
_~--L-h-ump-mudnmunhumn :
--Eﬂﬁm Improvement on
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Denis Walker, speaking at the 1972 Arishane conference on’

Racism.

ministrators and initiated moves
to liberate Palm Island and to al-
leviate the problems hbrought
about the atrocities heaped
on them since the late T800's
Because of thizs the Act Con-
frontation Movement put for-
ward a number of proposals
which were agreed on by the
then Chairman, Fred Clay, and
his Council to obtain Federal
funds to administer their own
affairs and to economically de-
velop the Island for themselves.
The Brisbane Act Confrontation

f nmﬂ:.-;

basic racist attitudes which exist
in the State of Queensland in the
student movements, in the trade
pnion movements and backed
up by the racist legizlation of
the State Padiament, He not
only caused  the black sctivists
on Palm Island to be negated but
he also negated many of the
maves being made in Brishane in
the Act Confrontation Move-
ment by having  false charges
of extortion laid against three
activists within - the movement,
Denizs  Walker, John
Garcia and Lionel Lacey. :

If the Act Confrontation Move-
ment is to regain some viability
then some pressures [ar greater -
than that are at the disposal
of the black community must

- be brought to bear. Tt Is obvious

that the Federal Padiament can-

'nptnr'llllnutnm-lﬂrﬂu i
 the: i'.'lunmuhnd ‘Padiament. 1
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