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1“.'1-[21 chains were banned the only method

the police had of sccuring their prison-
ers was by ordinary handcuffs, whick pin-
ioned the natives wrists Yose together. A few
weeks' experience showed that this method
was shockingly inhuman, Instead of cover-
ing the miles o Darwip on fool with their
police escort in their normal [rce swinging
siride. the natives were forced to walk with
arms taul and their shoulders hunched [or-
ward.

This unnatural movement quickly tired
them. and they became exhausted after a few
miles. Thkey suffered agonics with their ltect
through the disturbance of their natural body
balance. At nights the natives, accustomed
to sleep face downward with legs and arms
sprawled wide. got litile rest even when ihe
handcufls were taken [rom their wrists and
clipped round their ankles
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=ught be reconsidercd at Canberra.

Since the outcry in southern capitals againsl |
chains and the edict by the Minuster for the
Iesteror 1My Perkingy. prohibiting thelr use
the patrolling police have had a sorTy record.

Thirteen atoriginal  prisoners.  caprured
»5er montms of hard chasng and at greal per-
warsl Tk by the polize, have escaped while
being escuited to Darwin. Five of them are
=ill a1 lorge. All got away while handcuffed
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*1‘HEH the chain handeuffs, In use now, were
introduced to overcome the hardships the
srdinary handeuffs inflicted. These are ideal
from the natives' point of view, lor. with the
long light chain. lthey can swing their arms |
ar brush away fies while walking, and sleep
without discomfert. , A

Life for the patrolling policeman with a
few prisoners handcuffed in this way is one
inng nightmare. Every minule ol the night
nncl‘ day he has tg pit his wits sgainst Lhe
cunning of the prisoners waiching a chance
to escape. How ncrve-racking such an ex-
perience can be may be gauged {rom the
experience of a policeman who recently lost |
two stone in weight through anxiety lack
of sleep on a six weeks' Lrip to Darwin with

FiSOTIeTs.

“It was the worst experience 1 have had™’
ne sajd. *I ut months chasing these blacks
and when I got them the only thought
in my mind for six weeks was, ‘How can I
hwﬁ them? Every mile the way in |
could see their eyes flitting from_ me to the
bush on each side of the track and then back
o me. They were just wailing for me to take
my eyes off them so that they could make a
hreak. I simply could not sleep at nighl
Every time 1 dored 1 would wake with a start
snd lisien and concentrate on listening with
-tich intensity that 1 eould not doze off again.

“On my previous Lrip 1 lost a bunch of
irisoness after getting them 200 miles, and
was fined for neglect of duty. They slipped
away while [ was within a few yards of
themn bending my head over a siream for a
wash—the only wash | had dared allow my-
self for days.
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[ SUPPOSE thal experience preyed on yny
mind, for, though 1 slept among them
chained them with the handecufls to esch
others’ legs or to saplings. 1 often woke wil)
a fright six or eight i a night after a
dream that l.h?- ad gone. and go up to
count Jthem all by torchlight to reassure
mg::ll it was only a dream. Scores of times
| heard them feeling round lor a stone to
hrft:hp the chains when they thought I was
A% -

| would rather risk a dozen trips into bad
country than go through an experience like
that! sgain. The tension told on me so much
that when | goi back to Darwin 1 was shaky
with ‘nerves Even though m
were safe in Fonny Bay gaol 1 could pot
sieep well for three weeks after I arrived. |
still kept waking up and jumping out of
bed to count them thinking [ was back on
the track with them.”

Since the NMining of the constable, who lost
the five prisoners, other Northern Territo
police have adopted the practice of hand-
cuffing all their prisopers Llogether lo mini-
mise risk of escape. This means thal the
priscners’ plight ks very little betler than il
wus when thelr wrista were pinionad.
more than two are coupled with the long
chain handcuffs they cannot follow In single
file along the narrow pads or tracks, and are

to walk abreast over the hard and
stony ground at the sides of the pads
rou ;:::f _they become [oolsore very
quickly, if forced marches are impera-
tive'wo get clear of hostile tribes the prison-
t[:r:lelr have to walk miles with bleeding

i =

The only solution w0 the problem of march-
ing prisoners in comfort and without risk of |
escape is the chain, the police maintain.
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“‘J'HEH chaining was permitted the practice
was to allow cach prisoner about 1I=:hl|

feet of chain, which gave him plenty of room
to walk in comfort. The chain was looped '
round the neck of each mun and a padlock
snapped between two links in such a posi-
tion that the chaip was nol tight, yei could
not be passed over the aborigine’s head. This
method allowed eack man 1o adopt a normal
walk, protect himsell from flies and obstrue-

. tions, ard permitted all to follow a pad in

single fle.

Al night the prisoners could sleep in normal
postures and be secured by padlocking one
end of the chain around a tree, glving their
guardian policeman a chance lo rest, o,

Experienced policemen stale thal nalives
prefer the chain because of its comfort in
travelling and grumble and fret when they
are handcuffed together at night or on the
march.

But the peint which rankles deepest with
the men of the "mounted” was summed up
in ane senience by one of them recently, "As
long as we arc not allowed 1o chair. our
prisoners we cannot help thinking that our
work and our lives are counled as less value
than the dignity of a rencgede black mur-
dercr.” he said.



