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| THE PROBLEM
"OF THE
HALF-CASTE

This arhicle concludes the
| arguments put forward last
week by Mr. W. E. H. Stan-
| nmer on the half-caste problem,
whick he has studied at first
hand in the Northern Terri-
| By W. E. H. STANNER
Lecturer in Anthrapology, University
of Sydney
‘There Is no easy escape from the
il ‘problem of the Australlsn  mixed-
\ blmd.
We can expect it Lo become more
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MMEM Is nefther escape nor
L@ﬂﬂm The greirude of most people
tum:_:_‘lhlht mixed-blood 15 made up
of ‘vague sympathy, prejudice, and

nsion,
J;u,la,&mnrmu any scheme
genntion cannot be regarded
ﬁ#?ﬁwmmiudm. It also
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ﬁﬁl@ much as  6istatement of
fact, but it lends one to osk: Is it
e tﬂt expect that mﬁﬂum,
dren encouraged” marrisges
wtg;ﬁnh treated differently?

B i § atlen  were officially
ﬁﬂnﬂmﬂ it 1z, mast improbable
that many whites  would morry

lopds. Thase who did would,
on the rw‘Ffaleédhl: Hpoor Whites” in-
ferlor o *types, 1 do not
al;. but certninly most. o

-P»HEH!,M- ‘deal of the loase talk of
the “infeciority of {he holf-caste has
drisen becayse many white men who
assoclated  with  aboriginal

women are,. even by gencerous tesis, of
n low-AveErage Lype,

A very difféerent story might be
told if above-aversge whites married
| above-avorage native wormen, angd 1f
the children were not stigmatised or
otherwlse pennlised.

SQUALID LIVES

Each vear the hall-castes multiply
Too muny of them are the progeny
af inferior types-of whites nnd Chi-
| TIESE.

This s one reason why the fringe
of settlement In Quemnsiand, Western
Ausiralln. pnod North Australia has
a steadlly  growlng  populatlon  of
mixed-bloods who have noalternative.
but to live stunted, sgualid, re-
pressed’ lives, probably far  below |
thelr  potentinl level. :

The: mental  capacity  and social
potentlalities of the mixed-blood are
unknown quantities. Onnr - attitude tl:-
him  has kept them o,
| We are & natlon with a large
| native population—and mno clear
native policy.  Vague suggestions m’i
miscegenation are, under the condi- |
tioms T hmve' pointed out, Uttle more |
than clumsy experimentation.

Maost  Interested and informed
people BEree upon certain essentlals:

(1) There must be a clearly out-
lined policy In regard to (a) full-
bioods and (b)) mixed-bloods
These arg separate’ problems.
Nelther has been faced. |

(2) Thers must be 5 separate Com-

. monwenrlth Netive Adminlstration

| with adequate "nancial support.

{3} Administrative officials and
protectors must be properly train-
ed.  The African and New Guinea
administrations are attempting to
do this

(4) Native law must be properly |
~codifisd,

(5) There must ba mors money for
research to discover, and confirm
what is' known of, the etonomie
capacities of bath mixed and full-
bloods.

If miscegenation Is permitted  or
encouraged, & radiea] revision of the
general public attitude towards mix.-
ed.bloogds {8 necessary. The terms
upon which such . *scheme  will
succeed are to give the hybrids com-
plete equality of political, legal. and
social status and compléte “equality
of economic opportunity. To do less
than this would be to court (roubles.

Apart from the diffieully our

noted racial squeamishness would
place in the way, this ideal Is lm-
practicable In 1tzelf.
_ Mistegenation seems to me to be
a-blunder, A practies]l, constructive
natlve. policy &5 possible without
it. There are many 'people in Aus-
iralls who will gladly help in every
possible way to this end.
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~ 0w the degree of blending, and Yo

whiat extent DMendellan principles

appy, that s, how strongly con-
trasted eharaciers, which do nol
blend, are inherited,

Some obstrvers (mof in  Austra-
lia} have noled that often In racial
Orosses more primitive features
(such ax the Jubting forward ol the
face, thick lins, depresslon of the
nasal bridge) wield to more highly
evolved features, but nol always so.

This may happen with many of
the primitive  Australlan features
but there |s no certainty, The super-
ficia]l appearance of & greot many
nt;llged-bmnﬁs doss not conform to

What hos apparently happened in
a raclaliy mixed population i= no!
ne¢tssary gulde to what has aclually
beppened. This i= what makes it
possible for sudden reversions to the
primitive ancestral type to ocoury
Recessive characters, lying dormant,
may show oul when maling has
favored thelr appearance,

There seems to be no reason why
the racial characteristics of the
Australian abeoriglne shonld So
blend (2% s0 many people asEert)
withi white characteristics that each
generation of  back-crosses brings
the hybrid ofispring closer tp the
white type, It is probably wvery
easy to gain this impression from
superficlal observatlon over a short
period of a few generations of small
hybrid families, or of special mem-

' bers ol hybrid families,

Far from being the last thing to
expect, the appearance [Tom genecra-
tion o generation of children show-
ing ciear traces of their aboriginal
ancestry s always to be expecled,
and fesred, until It Is shown with
some suthority that this has not
been the experlence in mixed-marti-
ages so far.

Even then, It would still be poasible
aller many generations for ome or
some of the recessive characters (per-
heps skin color or facial contours) to
show out In & child. Heredity plays
strange, unpredictable tricks.

Cmne hears many reports of men
and women who have married be-
leving themselves to be “white” and
then to hove been appalled by traces
In their children of mixed ancestry.
That Is, characters, imagined to have
been “bred out,” bave slmply been
‘recessive, and have shown out under
the right conditions.

One do#s not know If these stories
are {rue or faiss. They may he
either. One glmply does not know,
and the only wey of knowing Is the
only way of establishing sclentific
'proof or disproof of the bellef inot
the fact) that the characteristic
physical features of the Australian
aborigine can be bred out in  mixed
marriage.

Not experiment with lives 15 want-
ed. but a strict genealogical exam-
ination by a speclalist of the descent
lines from marriages between Aus-
tralisn aborigines and Britlsh
Australians,

Hearsay and casual observations
are worse than useleas. What s
needed s a serles of well authenti-
caled examples which can be proper-
iy studied by a properly trained blo-
logist, or physical anthropologist. Un-
Ll this is done no amateur 18 able
1:;.- go more than talk of probabili-

eh.

There are pumbers of peopls In
Australia who possess this informa-
tlon, but perhaps hold it rightly as
A well-guarded secret. To a blolo-
glst this information would be of
great wvalue,
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Halfvaste children at Alice Springs.
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