SCRAPS FROM WHITE

MAN'S

TABLE
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In the dark of a winter's morning the wasted figure of a 14-year-old dark-skinned girl rose at 4 o’clock to
the whirr of the alarm clock she had 'learned to detest. With kalf.-frozen fingers she went and milked a dozen

COWE.

Then she cooked breakfast—a meral she wasn't allowed to eat. Her food for the day was scraps from the

~hite man’s table.

LL day she toiled in
Alhe house and on
the farm. She was

dlewed to go to bed when
e last member of tne house-
Hd had gone. Her AVETARS
ght's slecp was four hours.
Her 1ile was dradgery: her re-
ard 176 a week (held In brust):
ist-01 elothing to wear and in-
lequate food — she would still
v oaxtig the Sunday joint the
nlowing Thursday.
Bo she ran away, bul was taken
i the peturned to the
W l:lrduud o BIAY.
Her mlstress flogged her al-
st to insemsibllity with a stlck
mr this. She wenl back o hear
nely. unlovely life until & year
ter ahie TAN AWAY & l.tn. and this
me found o
h]ﬂh! you think L'nu. 5 wal
from the pagesr of “Unecle
cm's Cabin?™ ell. it fsn't It
« aTabed 2o have happened right
gre in Acstralia, i New South
Wales, 1t docsEn’t always hap
faL way. but the system al
wrmitied it to happén continues,
The silery is frem ihe case
baak of 39-vear-old William
Onus, an aboriginal who, wiih
his Hrfelong rlend Do
Nichollz, |s leading a campaign
far the betier (Ureatment of
mboripines.

Pitiful Cases

~J E has other well authenticaled

casss which add up to a sav-
age Indletment of white rule for
the original Auwstrallan—cases of

sploilation, maltreatment, neg-
tect and owven murder.
The slory of Bill Onus and

Doug, Nicholls goes back ta the
first World War — back to the

mission station of Cummeras
unja, nosth of Echuca, on the
WAy

s he Diiabongs o rves
] T
ﬂnﬂz and Il'l.r!-mn: duck, PM

BILL ONUS, Justice of thet Pesce plitste President of the Absriging’

League, and skilled boomermmg Hurewer, whe
bettaw Rondimmns for nathve.

for

foolbalfer.

i prominent in tha Hght

His Miashing way T8¢  Vislting s farm one day. Onus

Fitzrow and Viegris is semem- saw & tin plate of slushy food

beredu by counmod folwrwers of
the gemé,

Oftis Ml
BOERFAT, lumnnu 'lrhuL cutting

Bleepte., Labsr
au Fﬂ-’l- pﬁﬂlﬂi

graphelf s, duﬂn

rom serateh, tao,

other game They got the stan- rnnrh A nentary t-ha
dard aboriginal education — a aboriginel war effort. Tﬂh! he
much lower standard than the s u  professional boomerang
white man's, But they were thrower.
foriunate |n thelr teacher. His ﬂr‘;mmmm.“r_dmr,
He was & Mauritius Indian, nn:l fascin-
named Thomas James, whe hﬁw E n._u-;g problam.
sensed unusual intslligence In Time and &

young Nicholls and Onus; gave
them &apeclal tultion, and intro-
duced them to good books. By
reading and private study, both
today are educaled men. Onus
in & Justlce of the Peace, and
Nicholls an ordained mintster of
religion.

hey are respecively Bilate
Rrﬂld.d'ni and mnurr af Lhe

Do Hln‘."hﬂﬂll wns helped to
his :ﬂcﬁ-u by being & ehmpmn

g g i —

lh-l authori

for a fellow mative, and most
ofteny he had his way.

Onus has seen, ha says, punch-
m“mlmt from &Hn;i
R Port . L
splendld uwt and ability -
whnp{ﬁll nﬂme mﬂ,“.ﬁ'
BEIUpUIOUS I!N'I!ﬂﬂ
under the Infuence of E-

nd of cheap wine were,
- h‘ltﬁmwmﬂ and

i —

taken to an aboriginal boy at the
woodheap. It was raining, but

: thlh‘l'hldhﬂtltﬂllnqm

Cous protested. ha was told . .

*It's gpood encugh for him . . .

The boy. who was bootless, un-

d:.r-nwruhnd.. and thinly clad
had whip weals on his back,

He hag #sann  aborigines In
eoainbry towns refussd clrele
seats at the plctures, and cold-
abouldarsd by church congrege-

gone to
nl-ruwn?:d Justice tions.

behind & meler truck as pun-
Ishraent.

There are details about lhlm:-
ful wreatment of native women,

“"Many people have fried Lo
play down the [facis of exploita-
tlon of aboriginal women” maye
Onus,” bul the half caste prob-
lem speaks for iteslf. [t Iz [Hv-
ing evidenss which zannot be
explained away.”

He sayvs the apprenticeship o~
tem In NBW. by which native
children are forced into semi-
plavery, i better policed pnos
aboriginal repressntatives have
beeny on the Btats Con-
bl Board e

Thire Iz na wach in
Victoris, but 'ﬂn'll Hlur

spainst the rate of 3
pald for labasr on

ﬁnmnwl
stalions in 1his Bizia
If the natives don't llke it 'I'.hﬂr
can lump it he says. 'When they
leave the missions they fal] eas
prey the viclousness of “de
'I:ﬂhl.llud wnites™

Going Downhill

100 many aborigines have gobe

downhill. The ;
slums of the h'ﬁ cities '
natives who are IUnerant. drn.

u!ll!l].lm

muﬂ#m & hnmr 114
principle that alf-Fedpss
nu.tu good citizens, advocile
for these children &docathon to
i'in_hl.gh:r level than
#

gﬂ“

Thal, I.na lh-nrimm.l can absorh

ﬂhhl?lrl examples o? m

natives graduating from the unl-

m;sluu, htuu:ﬁ Hﬂr fow nldﬂ had
I uﬁ'l ﬂnu

hﬂl:u 1-h| Hrﬂ-

is improvemeri -ﬂlulh ﬂlt-

ral contrel, and Lhal any Fede-

ral contral body m have

aboripinal represaniation.

Both have won

placas 10
life for themasalves o
Mu:in; d.ull 1 w.ll
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