ABORIGINES' CLAIMS

FOR

WORLD'S HIGHEST COURT

This is the story of McKenna and Pooley, aboriginal station hands, of Forl
Hedland. remote Western Australian bush town, who yesterday made world head-
lines when their case was mentioned at a meeting of the United Nations Human

Rights Commission.

They are among the frst from
the world's oppreéssed minorities to
seek a new deal) from Its8 newest
and highest court o9f appeal

The story dates back o July.
19456 when abnut 400 aborigines
mel at Port Hedland and discussed
their conditions They eiected a
deputation of six o wall on Mr
D W Mcleod a well-sinking coin-
tractar in the Plibarra district. who
for vears had fough! for nalive
 rights
I T'ne:{' Rsked nim  #0  represent
‘them In their demand: (for hrner
ronditions on L sations and faor!
adequale provisiom for the ilJ't‘dj
and natives not Bh emplovment |

TURNED DOWN

Mr McLeod agreed to act Mer
them. and wrote to the Commis-
sioner of Native Aftalirs in Perth
All requests Including one thal
McLeod should be made honor-
arv inspector of natives were re-
jected
Alter turther gorrespondence
1'.1'|Ih the Western Anstrallan Gove-
ernment, a meeting of 800 natives
‘on May 1 decided to strike
Thelr demand: were the right

to elect their own representative
and a minimum %age 2f 30/ =8
week

- The police to0k immediate

acrtlon to suppress the strike and
arrested  Dooley and McecKenna
whn were  subzequently  charged
‘and  sentenced to three months
imprisonment under Section 47 of

| ministration act

the Native Administration Act.
| {The section stipulates that any

!

person who entices or persuades a
native to leave any lawful sérvice
without the consentl of a proteclor
shall be gullty of an offence
against the Act)

PUBLIC PROTEST

Four weeks WLEr a pubm:_rpru-
test meeting '™n the Perth Town
Hall supportess fne natives In ther
demands and protested vigorously
against the ms# of the Native Ad-
iy imprison Mc-
Kenna anc Cmooley

By this wehe Mcheod, who LB
sisted lhat the natives ba glven
the right to organise® and elecl

itheir own representative. also had
and charged und:r-!

been ArPest
sectiom 47

H¢ was flned a total of £50,)
 With E48 cosls, In

default five
months' imprisonment., An appeal
lo the Western Australlan Supreme
Court was dismissed and notice ol
appeal was given to the High
Court, It Is expected thalt his
cuse will be reheard -early this
vear

In the meantime. the commil-
iee for the .defence of natives
rights ol which Padre H V P
Hodae of Perth. is secretary
issued a circular setting oul b=
view of the struzagle Tor  native
emancivation

Coples were sent to the rthen
Australian representative ar  UN
iMr Paul Hazluck) o the Prime
Minister (Mr Chiflev: rthe Minis-
ler [or External Affalrs (Dr Evall)
and the Minister for the Interiot
(Mr Johnston}.

HER Bl AN oo

counsel for McLeod at his trial
1ast June claimed that the Auws-
trallan Mative Administration Act
with lts restrictions on the [(ree-
dom of aborigines and their vir-
tual slavery was contrary to the
British Silavery Abolition Act of!
1833. under which slavery was/
“niterly and forever abolished ana/
declared uniawful throughout the,
British colonles I

NRATIVES “SERFS" !

He claimeosthat the natives were
fterfsar tied 1owhe landowners a5
securely as (eudal serfs  Under

seefjon 25 # the Act. he sald, a
native could not negleci. desert
or quit his work without commit=-
“nl‘go g criminal offence.

r leaving his job. he sald, a
native worker could be filned £50
or sent to gaol for six months lor
ithe Arst offence. £100 or one
‘vear's gaol for the second offence.
jand £ or two vears' gaol [ori
the third offence ;

The pamphlet declared that the
trial “exposed the real attitude of
rhe Department of Native Afairs
|l;u the living conditions of native
WOrkérs i

“In AnsSSer Lo crosE-AXAMInation
it was admitted that on most
stations not only is no housing pro-
vidad for the netives who live In
the open: on river beda but also
ng sanitary convenlences are pro-
vided.” 11 erntinued

“Inspector of Natives O'Neill:
sald that such conditions were
satisfactory tc the department.”




