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P used to be one of the rcoms in

Wood Coffill’s funeral parlors at the

-~ top of George Street, Syvdney. Mow,
still musty and cold on a midsummer
night, 1t echoed lo the souped-up electric
goitars of an Aboriginal band practising
Tor the ‘next dance at what 18 now the
headguarters of Sydnev's Foundation for
Aborigimal Alfairs.  The sound wafted
through an open window upstairs, where
Mr Bill Ford, a lecturcr in economics
al the University of New South Wales,
was preaching a rehgion new 1o Aus-
traha. !

“Pon’t any of you go into this tour
with preconceived ideas about  what
youre going (o face. When the first
Freedom Riders came down from Cali-
fornia 1o the Deep Soulh thers were
JO00 police and troops ready 1o greet
them when the 13 of them got there.
Now this wn't going to happen here.
Passive Tesistance works in o some Kinds
Lol swuations, but it doesn’t an others,
 Obviously it wouldnt have done the
| Jews very much pood agiuinst the Nazis,
But it did work with Guandhi in India
and 1t 15 working with students and
Negroes in the Decp South.”  He was
talkine Irom personal expericnce having
"been an observer with the Freedom
Riders while an. exchange student in
the United States.
¢ AL bist the group he was addressing
wis 10 be known as SNVOC pro-

potinced  “Snick™ and standing for
“Students’ Non-Viokent Co-ordinating
Committee™, Then for a. short time it

. -

. e "

i

..' F /
; {

- T
e

&L

0 MLnlenio

B i £ 1 FARE BUARIL o0 :
L ! : .
ABryr, — =
”l"lfr,'; =" -
L B —
.I_-.fn" iy = et
1] Ihi -irf' —

“I wish | was jet-black”™
By SAM LIFSKI

was FRO pronounced “fro” and stand-
g for “"Freedom Riders Organisation”
and now the awdience of 35 students
from Svdney Universify. were members
of SAFA, pronounced either “Saffa™ or
“saler” and standing-for “Swident. Action
for Abongines™. Clearly, from whal Bill
Ford ‘was telling them, more than just
the name of this group, how fouring
Aboriginal communitics in the north
and north-east of New South Wales
and the socuth of Queensland conducting
surveys and staping  demonstrations,
owed ifs inspiration to the American
racial experience. The new towns were
to be Bowraville, Wilcanma and Kemp-
sey, but the tactics were Birmingham,
Jackson and Tuscaloosa.

*If you find a segregated swimming
pool just go and stand out in front of
it. Just stand there. Don't' go climb-
ing over fences or Irying to force your
wiy in.  The real key to this whole
thing is 10 get some visual image across,
te make certain that when yvou do some-
thing the Press, radio and ' television
Know about it. But if vou go into a scgre-
galed bar and someonc pushés someone
clse aside and a brawl starts—well, you've
lost everything. You've got to have disci-
pline. Don’t dissipate vour energy demon-
strating all over the place. Pick out one or
two key centres and make sure vou've got
the camera on you. Remember, a pass
sive demonsiration is the most effective.
Any violence and you've defeated your

own purpose.”
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Freedom Riders

The hinks with the United States go
further. The verv existence of SAFA
stems_ almost directly from the protests
by Sydney University students against
segregation in the Deep South in May,
1964, Those protests outside the Ameri-
can Consulute in Wynyard Street ended
in brawls with the police which made =
headline news- all over- Australia aod
which received wide publicity abroad.
But students found themselves damned
with faint praise even from the groups
which supported them. A letter from one
of the American student groups aclive. in
campaigning  for civil nghts tw the
university newspaper “Homi Soit’, »
thunked the students for their interest but
asked why they were S0 demonstrative
about the problems of MNegroes in the
United States when there was much 1o -
protest about the way Aborigines were
living in Australia, The point struck home
—it keoast among a- small group of siy=
dents and academics who began discus-
sing the possibilities of action. Peter
Westerway, at the time leclurer in
Government at Svdoey University and
now n television, first articuloted the
whea of an Australion version of the
frecdom niders and together with Bill
Ford, part-Aborigine AFL% stuclent
Charles Perkins and other students called
the first meetmg in June, 1964,

AL first the plans were vague. There
wias emphasis mainly on demonstralions,
sit-ins, and protests, these to be duphca=
ted in all States at the same fime. The



E"l'ﬂ"F"’- mbership and ideas changed
s \ and by the end

ﬂf Im}“ﬁrﬂﬂ agreed that in addition
o demonstrations  the group  would
' undertake a survey of Aboriginal con-
ditions in some twelve towns covering
* housing, education, health, empleyment,
.ﬂut'ﬂl welfare, and racial atiitudes
-'M both Ahnnglnh and  whites.

i]m how much weight should be given
1o the survey a5 compared with the de-
Imum was the mam  source of
open dissent within SAFA.  Members
c ; h;g;-]y around the Student
ﬂmhn Movement tried to o postpone
idea of demonstrations altogether
,'“_ * a year. When they were over-
ﬁh:lmmgj,}' defeated on this they moved
'ln gzive the survey more emphasis.  In
ﬂﬁ.mﬂ a compromise was reached by
which the “Freedom Ride” is now, in
theory at least, to give equal emphasis |
1o both the survey and the demonstra- =
" The other source of dissent was not
“m obvious on the surface but ul one
;stuse it could have wrecked the whole
dea, Supported from the beginning by
ﬂ'lt Whulc range of political, religious,
Mq gmgn! societies al Svdney Univer-
found itself floundering for
ur udents to come on the tour
fﬂh‘:_lﬂ week, It looked for a few
a5 if members of the Communist-
! Ehur:ka Youth League would
be able 1o have a 1otally disproportion-
"" %r of students on the tour,
had never introduced  any
mzﬂwds—any' student who
ﬂi'mg and paid his deposit had 1o
.u: But there had been a
_,:r;s L understanding among the organi-
m.i thl: tour that any takeover by
Al wh:thu- of the larrikin or
t}'pt would leave the group
to being fabelled.
Fa ﬁ w;tii the possibility of an EYL
SAF &mm. Mr Jim Spigel-
= it clear that he and Chairman
,L!_r S I'}Eutilfs would not stand for
..1,*':{“ e h!_.n,;-f'uf the tour and were able
1'; “on I'IIH‘IUIIH#E?L members
%ﬂﬂ: c;nldi takes them on their 1390-
mile trip through NSW, the declared
Eﬂm ﬂ-l SAFA are to arouse public
altention HI fundamental  Aboriginal
prnﬂ:m; in  health, education  and
housing; to hreak down socially  dis-
linatory barriers (o the estent pos-
by student actions: and to stimu-
Fﬁﬁ the  interest  of Aborigines  in
ﬂiﬁﬂlm: discrimination.  How  likely
t]'u:u students to go anvwhere near
ving these aims and what signifi-
ice is there in SAFA? Perhaps the
‘way of tﬂ.tmg close to an answer
EAFA in terms more of what
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|  These are some of he gqueslions
i the “Freedom Ridecs™ will ask
| Whites,

The Abongines &g morally in-
ferior lo mosl other people, do vou |
lgr‘:t'.l 1

Abonigines do nol koow the value

pioney — do wou agree?

Aborigines are. just as loval o
the country. in which they live as
any olher ciliens—do you agrec?

! The Aboriginal problem s been |
much cxagecrafed, Do you npree
with this?

Would you welcome an Abo-
riginal meighbor in your street? |

Do you think white people are |
happrer than Aborigines?

S

The wdea of a “freedom ride” even
in its present form s unrelated o Aus-
tralian condinons but at least it is an
act of commitment by the students to
some tangible social ideal—the better-
ment of the Aborigines’ position. The
students plan to demonstrate in Bow-
raville, NSW, where they allege there
is discroimination  in picture  theatres,
ciales and other public facihities. They
will also demonstrate in other towns
where they believe discrimination exisis,
such as at the swimming pool at Kemp-
sey, depending on what they find when
they. gel there.

But they are obviously on the tour
with a different expectation than Ameri-
can students. They are not going so
much fo right a social injustice, the form
of which is clear and known. as to find
out what form the problem takes.
There are, however, some parallels with
the American experience. Bill Ford
claims that the civil rights movement in
the United States has given the youth of
America some sense of social involve-
ment, a cause, and a fecling that they
don’t have to be 35 before anything they
do makes a differcnce to society.

Not all the student members of SAFA
agree that thair tour 13 likely to make
Aborigines feel that change is possible.
They hope it will—but they point to the
fact that, with the exception of Charles
Perkins, the student harbingers of change
and hope are all white. In the United
Stales the dynamism for the freedom
riders was supplied largely by Negro
university studenis themselves. How deep
an ampression will  white university
students make in NSW couniry towns? So
much depends on their tact and ability 1o
win the confidence of Aborigines, many
ol whom' are tired of the Press phulﬂ»
graphers posing their hall-naked swollen-
bellied children on garbage tins, ashamed
of the way their squalor is exploited for
publicity, and sensitive to theic shabhi-
ness being exposcd.

Yet, with all the difficulties the stu-
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dents potentially Jdo represent o force
tor change.  What kind of o force and
where it fits mto the P.J."I?F Yol T
changing the conditions of B's
1000, DD Aborigines has 1o

against the backerbund of dﬁﬂm_d
over the past 18 months —
legislative reforms, the gradoal grmh
of racial identity among the Aborigines
themselves, the emergence of A,hn.”mn;][
leadership in sensitive positions, the
achivities of urg..m-,almn-.,, fnr“::rmd
with Aborigines, the upsurge in rescarch
and dcademic concern with Aborigines
and  the lnl:l‘emnn imternational  and
political interest in their problems.. The
last 18 months have scen 2 series of
drastic legislutive changes, which, with
some  exceplions, now means that all
discriminatory laws have been removed.

Many of these legislative chunges are
lurgely nullified in the Morthern Terri-
tory and o pars of Queensland and
Weslern Auvstrulia where the fact that
Aborigines do  not  reccive the
wages of the white man makes many
of the chianges scem hollow concessions:
to inevitable progress.

The N. Aust. Worker's Union is: dedi-
ciled to change this change, threatening
to bring the whole Territory out on strike
il the cattlemen and the Government do
not concede their claims by July L. In
Western Australia, the legislative chanpes,
especially - those allowing Aborigines 1o
drink, seem 1o have made life even more
nasty. hrutish and short than it ever was,
Against the predictions of the hopeful
reformers the Abongine continues (o
prostitute his women and, as if to spite
the do-gooders, loses himself in dirk
drink, und disease. If any State needed
an organisation like SAFA then cleardy
it 158 Western Australa,

However enlightened the legislation in
any State its soccess will alwavs depend
not on the statule makers but on the
clerks whoe hand oul the social service
payments, the health inspectors who
visit Aboriginal homes, the hotel keep-
ers who serve colored drinkers. In large,
measure the public servants, the- hotel-
keepers, the store propriclors, the polen-
tinl emloyers are carrying out the lelier
ol the law bul the Aborigine is less con-
vinced that they are fulfilling its spirit.’
Extremely sensitive to any  imagined
shight the Abonigine is only slowly
muking use of his new-found rights. To
i large extent this is also duc to his
own ignorance of what they are amd
how they operate.  But whatever the
problems associuated with implementing
the legislation, the removal of legal dis-
crimination is clearly a necessary finst
step before there can be any  other
change.

In E:LJH-;} and, o a2 lescer extent, il'l:
Mclbourne, there is a growing scnse of
racial  identification’ as  Abongines
from all over the State keep moving in



in increasing numbers, crowding nio
‘the same suburbs, drinking in the same
- holels, meeting ot the same clubs and
organisations.  When the  Kenyan
leader. Mr Tom Mboya, was in Australia
* hie said he was most struck by the almaost
ﬁi:mnp!-:lc lack of “pationalism™ among
- the Aborigines. Certainly pationalism
" i African terms is still remote and may
" pever come 10 the Aborigine. But Aborigi-
" pal leaders like Charles Perkins are con-
" winced of a change. “Aborigines used
e be very quick 1o say (o someone—
- “You're a Barrowville boy, or you're
- from Queensland or vou're a Kempsey
Jlb_ui'_, If the kinship tics weren’t there
~ they wouldn't have much to do with
_ you. But now there’s a growing fecling
that we're all part of onc people”
- Aborigines who once tricd to pass them-

selves off as Malaysians. ‘or Chinese, or
} Malians or Indians—anything as long as
" pot 1o be known as Aborigines—are now

extremely rare.  There are cven hints of
~ an incipient sense of “negritude” among
- zome mixed-blood Aborigines compar-
'able fto the new Negro spirit
iﬂtrnugh-uul Africa. A wveteran Aborigi-
. nal leader like Mr Bert Groves, president
' of the Aborigines’ Progressive Associa-
| tion, says: “I'm chocolate-colored. T wish
I was jet-black.”

Except for the rare exceplion urban
EAByiainics s just’ a5’ phich: Favght
m the vicious circle of self-perpetuating
. poverty, ignorance and discasc as they

were fen years apo. And despite the

‘growing sense of belonging it s hard to
| detect any fecling among the Aborigine
?H]I'G is DOl active in organisations that
 things are going to change in any way
' et alone improve radically. One
- social anthropologist trying to sum_up
" the attitude of mind among Aborigines
" concluded that it was one of “acqoi-
_ escence”. Charles Perkins puts it this
~ way; "My people are humble, you know,
1?‘%&@@&3 is not a wvirtue in the
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twenticth  century. What  we  need is
- militant humility.” Meaningful change is
~ not likely to come to the Aborigine from
| the outside alone, however well-infen-
tioned the majority environment.  For it
to get anywhere from the inside it must
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No Tom Mbovas

-'ﬂmmnus- have bad leaders in the
~ past, they have had prominent
and arists—but nonc scems
' have made any lasting impact on his

iy T . [

1

people mor has any one of them
' taken on a true-1o-life quality in the non-
. Aborigine communily; no Mbova, no
Kenyatta, no Martin Luther King. Not
" only does traditional Aboriginal custom
and group organisation make it hard for
to emerge, their present system
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These are some of the questions
the “Freedom Riders™ will ask
Aborigines.

Are the Aboriginal people a8 pood
a3 the while people wn cvery way?

Aborigines are not counted in the
census and are ot accepted for
military service — do you think
this s wrong?

Did all vour children pel their
ncedles from the doctor when they
were small?

Do you think the Aboriginal Wel-
fare Board is doing a good job?

Do you think that the Aboriginal
siudihon has improved at all over
the last 20 years?

Do you think that Aboriginal |
people are  happier than  while ;
people? i

1 |
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of values works against it 100, Accord-
Ing to one social scienlist the Aborigine
of 1965 is very reminiscent of the shear-
ers of the '1890s keeping alive the
legendary Australion ideals of egalitari-
anism, and “knocking the tall POPRY
down a peg or two™,

Charles Perkins at 29, two-thirds
throvgh an Arts degree at Sydney Uni-
versity, and the most constructively
angry of the new kind of Aboriginal
leaders in Sydney, is wary of his own
image growing too fast for his own
and his own people’s good. “I'm not a
leader, I'm not a symbol—if the
Aborigines want me 1o be a leader then
that's all right but don’t force my Image
down them. They're funny this way.

ﬁ]ﬁ:{:’l said, they're very humble people,

gines, not like the Negroes who
forced into humility by the white
%:—-—-they'r: naturally  humble. I'd
o them 1o accept me but they don't
iﬁ?f-ﬁr leaders who force themselves.”
Perkins' anger i directed fo apathy
rather than discrimination. “The Aus-
traliins are sometimes criminally apa-
lhi}lil:, ICs criminal, it is. [ think it
i5, 1 definitely do. If there are Abori-
‘gines dying in the desert near Alice
Springs and the mortality rate goes up
a few miles just out of there . . . then
it's crimimal.”  (Perkins comes originally
from Alice Springs and is specuilising in
Anthropology and  Sociology  at the
University.) “Let's recognise the prob-
lem here. I we don't know our own
counlry we're like a stranger in para-
dise—that's what Australia is—parzdise,
But we hear a lot ahout the White Aus-
tralia Policy and Wheat for India. Look,
I know all that's important but there
are Aboriginal kids right here in Redfern
suflfering from malnutrition and 10 per
centl of those we'll see on the {reedom
ride are suffering from it too. At last
university students have woken up 1o
their own problems.™
He has done well at the University,

He reads voraciously a racial jsrues
—n Afriga, in ﬂ'ﬁ*ﬂ}-ﬂuth and
anywhere clse. He wanlS'yo & ica
which attracts him because o rs
it has produced, among wh

it has | “a
Mboya impressed him greatly durinsees
visit. He also regards himself ﬁ
ciple of Martin Luther King, Pcfins’
weas have not crvetallised fully andl it
5 confidence,  determination, . and tech-
nical understanding of the Aboriginal
problems which are his great assets for
leadership a4t present. But he has other
qualities which mark him out for the
future. He'is a good public speaker, and |
though ironically he could pass for
while man, his acceptance among  his
people. especially among young Abo-
ngines, 15 growing. Whatever he Says
about his reluctance to accept leadership
he is, in fact, the up-and-coming leader.
Just what his role is in SAFA is
difficult to formalise. He is chairman of
the organisation and has been the focal
point for the group’s activitics and plans,
Many of the students, in Irying 1o ex-
plain why SAFA should have started in
1964, say that until a year earlier they
had had no direct contact with Abori-
gines on the campus. Perkins' main im-
portance as an Aboriginal leader derives
cven more from his work with the
recently  established  Foundation for
Aboriginal Affairs which he has been
runming during his University vacation.

Packing them in

THE Foundation has made some sort

of breakthrough in the short time it
opened half-way through last December
following an appeal for funds which
raised £80,000, less than the hoped-for
£150,000. ‘In the eight weeks it has
been open Perkins has bad nearly 1000
interviews with job-seekers, with evicted
famnilies, abandoned children, people
seeking information about social ser-
vices, about education and many  who
come because they have mothing:else to
do. The weekly dance which started Off
with a poor attendance now packs them
in with 250 cach Friday night.

The Foundation gained almost imme-
diale acceptance among Ahorigines and
Perkins believes this is because it s one
of the few organisations 1o co-operafe
directly with Aborigines in asking them
whal their needs are rather than dicla-
ting to them out of a do-good puternal-
ism or political I.dlI—“'El'lg atthoriiarman=-
wm. I it cap survive s financial pro-
blems the Foundation may succeed
where many  other organisations  have
failed. There are signs also in the
Northern Territory that, following. their
visits 1o Kenya, Philip Roberts and Davis
Daniels will togelther with recently ap-
pointéd union secretary Sydoey Cook be
Aboniginal vorces Jdemianding a heanng.

In the light of 1hese developments it



is amaxing that with the exception of
the Commumist Party no olher AUt
lian polingal party takes the A&ue really
seriously.  Two of the HITAE BT TSI
!-.I.'fl.'lh:‘!'-imtl'i on Aboriginal afl
Liberals W. C. Wentworth, M]
Labors Kim Beazley, MHR, h \
drawn anention in different waysSipg "

1 il widely ungrasped repliny that, whal=-*
| CNET WE ™) thunk we are dﬂmgﬁf
3 Ahi:rﬁgincu amd’ however fast we may €
think we are doing it, international agita-
' tion for colored people everywhere is
¢ going ©n al ils own pace according- 1o its
" own time scale with its own slogans and
with its own view of the needs of indig-

- enous. peoples.

" The Red and the Black

1 Tl»!r. Communist Party’s interest in Abo- |
 nigines dates back to the Party’s in-
! ception, and, has changed as the anter-
_ national Communist line has changed.
. But at no time.in ifs history has CPA
' infcrest in.. and work amongst the
Aborigines ‘been more active than it is
* today, The current programme, still n
its drafi form, has been under discussion
By Party members and some Aborigines
1 for about eighifeen months and will pro-
. bably soon emerge; to Aborigines it will |
| be the most attractive programme yel.
| The most cougial pssue on which the
. Communists ‘haye brought pressure to
~ bear in the past and will continue to do |
g0 in the future is whether to take the
_ problems: of Aborigines to the United
~ Nations. There are indicitions that |
. some non-Communist members of the !
. kev national organisation, the Federal -
. Council for Aboriginal Advancement,
 want to take the matter to the UN only
as a last wesort after every afttemipl at
finding 2 domestic solution (o the pro-
~ blems of land rights and compensation,
1 for mstance) has been exhausted. But
. they may not be able to resist the grow-
ing Communist and fellow traveller pres-
. sure in that organisation for long,

~ The issue will come up again at Easter
. when FCAA mects in Canberra. The
| organisers plan to hold discussion on this
" topic behind closed doors.

One Aborigine who will oppose taking
| the matier to the United Nations 18
| Charles Perkins. He feels strongly that
A Australians must make any decisions
_ themselves without outside interierence. |
.y Jtis in this conlext, then, that the Student
. Action For Aborigines orgamsation
shows its potential strength—as a res-
" ponsible force for political change. But
 as the students continue ther four
| through New South Wales there will be
others watching | them beside the cunous
Aboriginal families and the irmated
pub-keepers, 10 see if it really s a
- “Freedom Ride”, or whether the Abori
" | pinex are just being taken for a ride .. .
. soon 10 be forgollen again,
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