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PARLIAMENT’ HEARS
ABOUT GRIEVANCES

From KEVIN CHILDS

CANBERRA. — The boomerang
curtain separating Australia’s abori-

ginals and white people must be torn
down.

Political power must be used and an
end put to molly-coddling “for the
aboriginals’ own sake.”

This is the mood of the Australian abo-
riginal today, judged by the 350-strong “black

parliament” which met in Canberra over
Easter, A o
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poetess and A.LP, candi-
date in next month's
ueensland elections, pro-
uced the phrase “boome-
rang curtain” to describe
|the barrier between wel-
fare agencies and aborigi-

This tiny, devastatingly
articulate 46-year-old wo-
man rubbished the “pater-
nalistic, misguided great
white father” policies of
Gu?ernmﬂ ents m’uﬂialia.
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Mrs Joyce Clague of Al-
ifee Springs, who cam-
paigned unsuccessfully for
the Northern Territory
Legislative Council, told
about an sboriginal who
was ordered off a mission
because he objected to in-
{fected meat being ground

“He was the first abori-
ginal elected to the Abori-
ginal Welfare Board in
NSW, and stood for Fed-
eral Parliament in 19049
Mr Horner said.

“His campaign
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Her experiences
were 1 1ed to closely by
the 200 aboriginals. .
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were lost in the clamor of
the time.”

Mr Horner says council
has moved away from ed-
ucating the white Austra=

lians to educating aborigi=|
nals.

~ “The turning point was
the 1967 referendum,” he
said, “Until then aborigi-
\nals weren't sure that,

| |{they were even Australian|

| eitizens, |
“Bach State treated
ithemm as State citizens.”

He 'plans to fight
against such “wrongs" as
the Queensiand system of
paying aboriginals’ ‘wages
straight into banks.

“They are not even al-|
lowed to handle their own
money — angd people say
this teaches them (o save
money!" he said.

Palm Island, off the
Queensland coast, is used

as a nal settlement for
abor als, but can't be
visi outsiders.

Mr mer said this
must stop.

“Land rights is a burn-
ing issue, and it's compli-
cated by the mineral
wealth being found,” he
said.

.Mr Bryant, MHR for
the Melbourne seat of
Wills, is senior vice-presi-
dent of the council, and.
one of the 25 who attend-|
ed its first meéeting.

“This - was" the first
cﬂifrﬁln;f at ]whinlt}edthr
aborig people ac as
their own chief spokes-
men,"” he said.

Mrs Walker told the
conference: “When You
leave, g0 back to Yyour
homes — homes that are
rat holes you have inher-
ited from European-Aus-
tralian. society — and
unite your ple, and

bring them out fighting . . .



