“JUET call me an *abo,’ ™
eays Jimmy Little,

The tall, good-looking 24-
yenr-old emiles broadly as be
says it His skin iz very dark
and he looks very much his
race—abariginal,

But you woubldn't pick him
as & rack-n’roll singer, which
he [

“I haven't got a chip on my
shoulder abouwi- the name
“aba"™ he says, using that
“forbidden" word again,

“Many of my peoole resent
‘abo’  because they think i
degrades them.

"Bwr that's sy, -

“People say ‘abo" becapss
abariginal 8 a bit of a ton-
Eus-twisler.

“They don’t mean any harm
by ir”

Timmmy Littl= is just as frank
and matier-of-fact abowt maost
other contreversial aspects. of
back and white relationships
in Australia,

MAs an aboriginal who has
succeeded In a while man's
field — Australian  popular
music—we fsked Timmy if his
codor had ever been a barrier
I3 success,

“Yery mrely” he said after
n moment's thought,

“I doa't know whether if's
just my luck—but 1 have
never been involved In & really
uppleasani racial incident.

“Maybe it is because 1
never ook for irowhle™

L W

Jimmy spoke slowly and
carefully, weighing =ach woed
be used to make- sure it was
the right one.

This cieated an impression
ol inlellipence apd maturity far

In advanee of his 24 years—'

and hiz formal education which
censed when he was 14

We asked him what be
thought of the condilions for
aboriginals'in Australia todsy.

He shook his head.

"Mot very good. They have
bezn pushed so far back into
B corner thal now they are
afraid to come oul.

T hale 1o sound like a cro-
swider but a lot of what ['ve
accomplished has been dops
to show aboriginals that they
cin oomé olil~—and: match
white peaple in their own skills,

“I want to st & worthy ex-
ample for other members of
my TAGE.

“The government has meani
well in providing for their wel-
fare.

“But 1 am afraid this has
‘calesd too many aboriginals
lo spoage aon the community.

“They are alraid to venture
out amd st dheir own akbi-
linies. They think it is no
:.154:—1!:;11 they need not even

Yy,

“Frankly many aboriginals
are lacking in drive and imis
tratave"

What are ihe mgin (hings
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that fend fo hold the abaorigl
nmals back?

“Omne is lack of edication,”
Trmmy says,

“Mo aboriginal can_ afford
o go w Universily withouot
finanetal aszistance.

“And the ather major factor
retarding aboriginals i Ltha
praclice of separating the black
people from  while. eommu-
ndihes, .

“The abaorigioal should be
made to feel a part of things
—4that he has just as much
ehanee 1o get abead as the ne=xi
hlake.

“If thiz con be dome J ihink
& greal (mprovement fn the
fates of aboripiraly  would
resufr”

We asked limmy if there
might be something in the abo-
riginal character that stopped
thern from pefting ahead,

“Yes" he said, ] dom't
like fo think so—but I guess
thers is.

"The old aboriginal idea of
gelting jusi enough food for
ofe day-of living for (he

mament—still exists in many
of my poople,

“Thid ntillede is nol neces-
sarily had—but ii's noi much
help ln ihe modern warld,”

Jlmmy was born al Moama,
th MEW,. on the Viclorian
border.,

His father was a casual
labarer who shifted from farm
1o Farm.

This meant frequent change

of schoals for youmg Jimmy. |

He lefi the hst one—Moruya
Convent—when he was 14 to
follow ihe wandering laborer’s
trail himsell,

His parents, siters, and two
brodhers are musically talembed
—iand no one was surprised
when Jimmy pon second place
on 3 national Amateur Hour
when he was anly 6.

Thiz gove Jimmy Kis sgr
and by the e fe war 21 ke
wis able o pive up the pick-
and-shovel reuitne and eorn
a fuli-fime living ar g msnper.

Jimmy has recorded mom
than-20 single dises and one
long-playing album.

__His biggest sellers have beer
‘Danny Boy™ and “Mysteries
of Life"=—bath of which still
pell steadily,

Jimmy's biggest break came
IR months back when he was
sedected 10 play an aboriginal
stackboy in the Billy Graham
movie “Shadow of the Boo-
merang.”

This flim should catapult
quiel, unassuming Jimey Litils
imio the top ranks of Australian
enfertainers.

Amnd what does Yimmy think
about the beights he could
reach?

“I'm happy now," he says.

I have a wife who uander-
stands me and my work,

“[ zarn emough money o
live comforiably and [ have

plenty of friends. What more
do I nea=d?™
But isn't there something.

have?
“I wanl 1o be able to thrgw
& boomerang,” he said smiling.
NAnd | owant fo ) [T
pady on oo grm-lenl o

Iimmy wants that he dl:lﬁ-y



