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RISBANE’S aboriginal poetess, Kath Walker, is
one of Australia’s most seasoned batilers for

aboriginal

Her latest weapon is a
book of 30 bare-fisted
poems which have as their
general theme:

“We want hope, not racial-
fsm

Brothérhood, nof ostrocism,
Black advance, not while
ascendance;
Moke ur equols, not de-
pendants™
Mrs Walker, 43, and the
mother of sons aged 18 and 11,
chalked up twa ts with her
book: “We Are Going™.
It is the first book publish-
ed by #n aborlginal. It broke

- &ll sales records for a4 book of

Austrilian verse. In the first
four days after ts release
Brishane bookshops sold 700
copies, Already the publishers,
Queensland’s Jacaranda Fress,
are working on a second edi-

“Intolerance”

"We Are Golng™ I A hard-
hit , no-holds-barred book,
and use of this many
w: will pot like or approve

Take, for instance, this
gtanza from “Tntolerance™:

“When blocks Enéf hanrned,

a5 e Erow :
From cily cofe and hofel,
The ati of Little Rock we
smell™

Hath Walker, who will come
to Melbourne tomorrow Lo
E—nmose_ the book, was born

_Bulimba, ‘Brisbane, She
tved most of her young life
on Strodbroke Island, off the
gonth const of Quesnsland.

At 12 she started work as a

equality.

domestie for 276 n week
Three years later, she wa.nt:&
to become A nurse, but w
turmed down because She Ws
an aboriginal,

When World Wer IT broke
out she joined the Army as a
switchbonrd operator. At the
end of the war she took &
stenagraphy course under a
rehabllitation scheme [or eX-
soryvicemen and women.

Mrs Waolker Is Queensland
secretary  of  the Federal
Council of Aboriginal Ad-
vancement League, secrelary
of the GQueensiand State
Council for the Advancement
of Aborigines and Torres
Strait 15.111111&1’5 executive
member of the Queensland
Aboriginal Advancement Lea-
gue, and member of the Unlon
of Australian Women and the
Realist Writers' Group.

When I called on Mrs Walk-
er at her cottage in the Bris-
bane suburb Buranda, she

. spdd: T don't believe that I'm

& poet — but other people
have told me I am”

Two of those “other peo=
glt" Were nsland  poets

udith Wright and Jarmes Dw-
VROEY,

Mrs Walker made no bones
about the facl that she was
once a member of the Com-
munist Party,

“But. I discoversd that this
was not the way. After all, the
aboriginals had a TRUE form
of Communism thousands of

ears before the whites came

ere.” she said.

*T don't care about party
politics. ANl T want is ad-
vancement for my people.

*I want absolute equality, I

do NOT want my people to be
black replicas of the white
TRCE,

“One of these days, aborig-
inals amd whites =should =it
down and have a round table
conference on what can be
done.

“The first step Is to glve
the Pederal Government the
control of aboriginals. AL the
moment, every State In Aus-
tralin has differing laws on
aboriginal rights, We can
never be Tully integrated uniil
there iz ope set of rules,

Integrated

“I believe thal the abor-
iginal will be fully inlegrated
within three io four genera-
tlons — some optimists think
it will happen much sooner.

Mrs Walker sald that she
felt a bond between her fight
for aboriginal equality and
the American negroes’ fussle
for civil rights.

“T don't like to say this, but
every time 1 hear of a suc-
cessful passive protest by Am-
erican negroes It makes me
glad I'm black,” she sald.

Some of Mrz Walker's
poetry seems to jab at Chris-
tHanity. These lines come
from a poem called *“Color
Bar":

“The Christiantiy pou hold

50 high

Is but a lie,

Justice a cant of hypocrites,

content
With precedent.”

But, she explains, it's not

{ Christianity she's against, but

the hypocrisy of practical
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Christinnity when applied to
the aboriginal.

Mrs Walker's mother was
committed fo a church home
when she was 14, where she
was tutored in detall on the
Bible, but was not taught to
read or wrile.

In “The Dispossessed,”™ she
says: “They Dbrought you
Bibles and dizsease, the liguor
grd the gum. . . .

She also has pretlty definite
views on the late Albert Nam-
atiira: “Wamatjira, they
boomed your art, They colled
E':M tpeﬂiu-s. then broke pour

B

"But don't get the wrong
iden,” Mrz Walker said. “I am
not anti-white, and I believe
that most Australlans are
NOT anti-pboriginal.

“I love Australia and Aus-
trallans — black and white.

“All T want is eguality. I
want my people to have &
chance.”

The title of Mrs Walker's
book. she says, Is & “douhle-
header.”

"It mﬂddmeah l]'r::a.} L!'.let:;‘b-
ariginal ving outl, Torgotien
nniﬁ ignored,” Ehr said, "Or it
could mepn that we are ad-
vancing. It all depends on
what can be done toward in-
tegralion.”

This s how she sums up
thiz thought in the luast few
lines of the title poem:

“The bora ring 5 ooRe.

The corrobores is gone.

And ipe are going.™
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