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DISMISSED

SYDMNEY: In an important case at Newtown Court, Sydney, involving police attitudes to

inal citizens, Mr. J. Scott, SM, last week dismissed a charge against Mr. Ken Brindle,

of Caroline St., Redfern, of having used insulting words to Detective-Constable Armour on

Aborig
June 4 last.

Mmm made & oumber of
" criticlemg of police  evidence,

and spoke of the possibility that
the maln- witnesses on oné slde or
thr other were 1ying.

3» EHrindle denfed police charges
that ha 'had been Intoxicated nnd
had used Insulting words

He stated that he had dhl'El.:E
working and ‘hed oot had n

sll dsy. had driven with work-
mates, Immedintely after finishing
work =wf Ponkstown, straizht to
Newtown police station; which he
entered to Ingulre about o Abo-

riginal 'who had been srrested by
=ilway police,

when | told  the Abvoriginal had
been shot he commented that this.
secmed . “preity  drastie  action.”
Delective Armoor, he stated. had

“shid- "Eook, dont think oy can

comme here and paint those  Aborl-
gines: Mlywhite because I Enow the
Abos  around this ares. They are
a pock of po-hopers™ '

Mr. Briodle gald 'bBe told: Atmouor
e had mel come- (0 (he. police

station' 'to get a biazed opnlon of

Abarigines -armouar chad then calleg

him & “cheésky black b—" and
punched him on the jaw.

Datective .  Armour ~and  other
police » officers: ot the  station hod
denied this: haod  clatmed Mo
Brindle ~wmns. “well under the Influ-
ence -of  algohol”,” and hHad claimed
hir - Erindle hed muade himself out
to he & member of the Aborigines’
Wellare: Bonrd.

Evidence wog glven by Rev. J.
Downing that Mr. Brindla had
gone to him -soon after the  incl-
dent, Chat he was perfectly sober,
pnd hed’ laceratlons on his JAw

Rey, T. Noffz and Mrs. D, Gra-
ham gave evidence' of Mr, Brindle's
roliabitity. of cheracter and sobri-
ety. Two of his wWorkmatex also
gave “evidanoe ‘of his csobriety on
the day, and of moves by the New-
fown police ' to Esep- them awey from
dr, Erindle. At thiz period; accord-
ing to Mr, Brindle he was lodging
o complaint about having  been as-
saulted  aod “wanied Chis  workmates
nearby RS wilnessos, "The police of-

fleers: dended thab ‘nny  =uch com-
pinint hed-been lodged
Afr. Bt Jonn for the defendant

aent Improbabilities” in the police
case, I Mr, Brindle's version: were
correct, then all the polloe affi-
cers ‘ab the gtatiom weres In trouble
and would be lkely to produce a
version of events that would Keep
them' ol of 'trodble:

The police case -fell th ploces be-
cause of Independent evidence of
Mr., Dovning. It should  &2lso0 be
noted fhat while the other police
officers stated M. Brindle had not
lodged o complaint, Detective Arm-
our had admiited that be had
known such a complaint wng made.
There were other discrepencies In
the pollee evidence

The police prosecutor claimed that
o detectlve wonld mnot asspult a
civilinn in s place where: he coald
bE  scEn bBY o other oivilians;

Summing up, the magistrate =gid
the I1ssue was simple, bot its: de-
termination wis ‘& difficult ane:

He ‘zald that Mr. Downing was
n witness: of considerzble valoe and
poitited td the fact that Detective
Aarmour had sald he knew o coms
plaint had beeg lodpcd by N
Brindle, but other police officers

gabmitied - that there wers’ Yinher-

hed denlesd this:



