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Aboriginal land
rights plea
is turned down

THE Federal Government
has rojected Aboriginal
pleas o land rights in the
Government's long-awalted

statement on the righis of
Australlan Aboriginals.

The Prime Minister, Mr Me-
Mahon. [nst night announced
the creation of general rponn
leanen [or Aboriginal app lon
on Aboriginal resarves — and
proposed _funds for Aboriginal
enterprises.

“The Government has con-
cluded that L was in the
national Interest, ns well an
largely In the interest of the
Aboriginals themselves, for min-
eral exploration and dovelop-
ment on Abotlginal reserves Lo
continue,” he said.

The chairman. of the Council
for Aboriginal Affairs, Dr H. C.
Coomba, sald last night the
council was disappointed with
the Government's decision re-
Jecting land rightas.

Mr McMahon's 14-page stale-
ment reveals no change in Gov-
ernment policy. It offers finan-
clal inducements to A
communities while recognising
their "deep afflnity” with thelr

The CGove nt will allocats
funds to the Ab nal Advance-
ment Trust Account for loans
to Aboriginal enterprises lrlth
reasonable prospects of success”

he sald.
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The Government also will
:‘.II::E the Yirrkala community on
e Peninsula tp gain “Ilirm
tikle under Australlan law" to
land for economic and soclal

m k! 4 Irem ‘sgtisfy Land.
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cepted w hﬁll:urinputnthun

rejected.

“The -counci] . is d:lnppumtud
in some aspects of the out-
come,” Dr Coombe-said.

“"Hpwever the declisions
reached could, {f the Aboriginals
are able effectively to take ad-

vantage of (hem, K provide the
basls for an improvement of

Lthalr scongmic and soplal condl-
tiona and fnr Lhs pressrvation
and development of thelr cul-
turn.

“Much will depend on the
apirit In which the deglslons are
administored nand the under-
standing and reaction of Abor-
iginals te them, without which
it |s at least premature Lo spec-
ulate.

“The outcome oould well
dopend leas-'on the content of
the polioy than on the Integrity
of #ts administration.™

Dr Coombs sald Aboriginal
communities would now be able
to apply for general purpose
loases of the land In which they
were Interested, and their
application would have to be
granted If certaln conditiona
were met.

Applying for
all-in lease

THE Yirrkala Aboriginala of the
Gove Peninsula are to apply for
a general purpose lease, mineral
righta and forestry rights over
the 6000 square mile peninsula,
which Includes the mining town
of Gove and vast bauxite re-
BETVES.

A Melbourne spokesman for the
Aboriginals sald last night they
would apply for the lease and
rights “for the whole of Lthe
area from Armmhem Bay Lo Blue
Mud Bay."

The spokesman sald 90 per
cent of Australia’s Aboriginals
would be grossly dissatisfled with
the new Federal Government
policy.




