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aborlglnals are VIP

e

The aboriginals — four
of them women — are
led by Chicka Dixan, a
campaigner for aborigin-

al land and civil rights,
who figured recently in
the establishment of the
aboriginal tent “"embas-
sy on the lawng of Par-
liament House, Canberra.

The Chinese whose
eneral attitude to Ans-
ralia is cool, invited the
aboriginals to zee how
things were dene in the
Peoples Republic,

Film

They visited the Can-
ton Fair, talked wwith
Chinese officials in Pek-

| and went to the capi-
 tal's Institute of National
Minorities where 1200
students from all over
the country learn about
each other’s problems.

At the Institute the
aboriginals showed the
students a film made by

Spanish pmducﬂrs de-
picting Australian “police
viblence” in the pull.ng
down of the ‘embassy.’

Wherever they go in

From a Special Correspondent

China, the team is hand-
ing out red and black
buttons bearing the
words “Land rights now!
Aboriginal embassy Jan.
28 to July 20. Destroved
by white racist viol-
gnce.”

The aboriginal team
alzo went to a secondary
school where the chil-
dren welcomed them b
ginging in Chinese “Clic
Go the Shears” and with
banners bearing the
words ““Welcome, abori-
ginal people.”

Now the aboriginals
are on a tour of China's
minority areas, visiting
remote parts of the coun-
try including Inner

Mongolia. There are 55
national groups in China
and the Chinese want to

show their visitors what
has heen done for these
minorities under Chair-
man Mao,

AS a minority group in
Australia, the aboriginals
claim they are eing
treated as @ second-class
citizens, particularly over
the refusal of their de-

mand for full title to an-
cient tribal land in areas
of the Northern Territo-
IY.

Mr. Dixon said:;: *“Be-
fore we |eft home we
were told all sorts of wild
stories about what would
become of us.

“"White Australians
gajd we would not come
back. Some even said we
would be locked up and
even shot. All that sort of
thing.
timidate us.

Butlll

“But we thought we'd
come and see for our-
selves anyway. We had
nothing to lose. And look
what's happened. We've
been welcomed and given
& sympathetic hearing."

The team of nine
claims to represent 14,000
aboriginals now surviving
in Australia.

Three are students,
and the others include
an actor, a waterside

They tried to in- .

gues’rs in Maos Chma

PEKING. — Nine aberiginals touring Communist China have been given VIP treat-
ment, including large rooms in the nalebrulud Peking Hotel.

worker, and a soclal
worker. Each State is
repeesented except Tas-
mania.

Two of the women In
the group are married,
One. Mrs. Lyn Thomp=:
gon, 18 the wife of an ar-
chaeologist at the Syd-
ney Museum.

A television film pic-
tures the group standing
in front of the entrance
to the Forbidden Ciiy 1n
Peking, clenched fists
raised Chinese-style and
Chairman Mag's portrai L
thind them. {




