Black moral victory in Canberra

CANREMBRA; “We have won a violory
The poliee gave i unill @ pm is pall
diren Lhie We are silll] here an
howur later. o have ahown who
wka reapoansibls for the evenis lasi Fan-
day In ibe palloe riel”

A spokeaman of the Bisck caudud
which organised the moss protest odtalds
Parflament * Houss (st  Sundey thus
yummed up the experionce of Lhe day

Hearly Jo0¢ marchera, led by S0 Abo-

rigines,  left the Australian  Mational
University (ANTY campus &t 1130 a.m
for the long mareh & Parllament House
Tenalon was high bul determination and
millbancy waa even higher 1o the lkrgest
—and most militant — demonstration
Canberra has seen for many years,
. ARter & serles of meelings with Black
arganiler of Lhe demonatratlon through-
gk the weok and the et on Saburday
gvening, Huni and Howson  had  finally
gffered no room for oompromise, olfer-
Ing only paternallat sdvice and showling
& compliete lack of sympakhy or desire to
s,

Evenis begnn oh the Bunday morning
with & Black ecaueos meeling afb ihe
AND, which decléed to go ahead. dospite
palice threabts, and silempl bo gnos more
erect the Embssay tend

An all-in mesling of Blacks and white
sipporlers was then informed of ithe
cancus' decislon, A joiot  Biack and
White siralegy  commiltes was placted
and  outtined plata for defetice of the
Embassy — rings of  demonstratom
éreling round- tha fent In opposiis dir-
ccllons, rendy W hold off any police
attack Ouirlds these probeciive Tings,
there would be four groups tightdy or-
anisd ts engage and break up any
wedge attack from pollce beforve it oould
beglin fo penétruls the circling rings of
demonstrabors: The profesters: were  wlso
fld to eotively attempd Lo rescus any
demonatrator arresbed

gHyven the number prestnl and  the
miitant determination of ths dermonsira.
fors, i would heve teken meny hundreds
af pollce Lo break through and forelbly
take down tha tenmb As IE turmed oul
Hunt declded disereblon was thg belisr
part of walar, The tent wis hurrisdly
pit up ' (after belng Smuggled ‘slong in
the march |n a protective TiRE) And the
domanatraton began b0 cirole G N@
phllee appenred afd after & few mindies
the demopstretors st down ang began
to-listen to nearly three hours of speschas
tvers Black speazers. All siressed their
dimermination to reslat eny further al-
termpd o poll tho tent down nnd io press
aven further tha airuggle for land righia

There ware only two whita apeakers
Mr. Eep Enderby, MAR for the ACT,
and Mr. Bob Pringls, president of the
Bullderrs Lavorara® Pedersilon

Enderby, who Wiy Lhe only AL MER
present. was  loudly hissed and  booed
when st the end af his spedich he aaked
Biscks present mot 0 plume Canbéerra
palice for the police atlack,

Bab Pringle spent most of his apsech
replying e Ermderby. The poliee, hs snlidl.
shogld have followed the example of
HEW bullders’ laborers and refused o
earry ‘out such anth-aoolal mats. The ondy
reaatn that s Labor govermment might do
more ithan the [Liberals, he ankl, Wwes
becadse of the mass mobillsstions  stch
gs the Black Morafoctum and. the sirog-
gle for the Embassy.

1L was the power of the people In sach
protesta and nol whal bhappens In Par-
lipment that is decinive — aRd mazs
mooliisations most econtinus no  matler
what party o= in- power,

for three hours. BIG PICTURE: The second “fent", mn fact a larpauiin

AL bbout 3 pm. after the police dead-
ling of § pm hod passed, the siralegy
commiites met o the Embossy tenf and
declded that the demonsirators- would
march back o the Sniversity, Jeaving aix
manning the Embossy

At about 345 pm., two senldor pollog
officérs came to the tent and I[nformed
Lhea- SEmff 1t woitld bs thken down A
path wog cleared, the Embrssy stall sak
down on the lawn outslds the Embassy,
the pelice pulled dewn bhe tenk and tock
it away i{o the jecrs of the crowd. How-
mver  as5 they 'were putling the tent awsy,
what nppearsd |0 be another teng ap-
poartd over bhe hoods of Chobe aroung
the Embassy. The police rushed back,
BUt turhsd heels o Lhe lsgghtier of the
erowd when the tent ternsd out to be o a
tarpanlin  held over the hesds of the

Eiritkaasy sLall

Thae L&l then carfTled Bhe LATpRisiin
o the maln pollss H'l.:l-]'.H'l.'.Hl'r standing
ol the stéps of Parbament Hosse - &and
threw It In-cositempt at his fesl

o - L]

Sunday saw the lnrgel congregation of
Aborigices for actlen ever sefn In Aus-
iralis. Organlsers promised 6000 Abari-
gloes odtside Parfoment House 5 pul
Ip e EmbResy agein when thin Come
manweslth  Prisne Ministers meet later
LELy ‘Woar

The milltabcy and @ determination .ef
the Hlacks who came from mil over Als-
tralin Wl an [mEpitation o aes, AlLhough
there wers n I&w volces Tof pebrenl. Lthe
vast majority were cdetarmined Gk Lhe
Embassy would go up, Interstate and poedl-
tical misnderstands smerged on Satur-

L.

TOP LEFT: March on ity way (o Parliaoment Howse, TOP RIGHT: Police dumantle Embasry tenf dfter i was on the lawn

5 raused by Embasey staff.

day among Black mllitants, Uk Lhess
pinied ofn  Bunday Mossures wWere takon
to Enadrs mare  Interchangs GO exper-
iences and actvists o awold such clashes
If3 pine [utere

Biack  organieers [rmily oelectsd thia
pffer, maying auch an offies could not
relate o Blacks Jving In himples and
woild put them avny l'.li:r:'.:.-' iIn & depart-
mental plgson-hode, -They &lE0 relecied
affem by Funt of government scoommmo-
datlon, preferring fo alwop on oold Noars
Al the ANUT. Huni nlas provided sir bic-
gely. for Hiaok argunisers o ravel o
Chanbersa to fs hlm Thiese ksl were
uded, but without the bribe having any
elfect O Orghnisers

Ol thing L eerinln: Wlask Australla
ind Whlte Australlo will never be Lhe
same after btha meving and militand
evefty of Joiy 1972



