Fro'm JAN_E‘T‘ HA\VLEY,
in -Sydney

»'LEADERS of: the Aberiginal
Movement have been told
"that the Prime Minister, Mr
| Fraser, held a meeting three
- weeks ago to discuss ways of
| neutralising the effect of the
Aborigines on CHOGM — in
particular the activities of Mr
Gary Foley.
i+ Aborigines also say that two
weeks ago, two Commonwealth
lice  visited the. .
egal Service in Sydney and,
" with amazingly deft finesse,
" asked whether Mr, Foley planned
'I"H as»assma ons  during

They add rhm on ‘TueSday two
’Victonan police vis:ted Mr
"Foley's office of the Aboriginal
Health Service 'in ‘Fitzroy and
asked what' the blacks planned o
get up to during CHOGM.

In the past month they say the
felephones - and telexes at the
Sydney and Melbourne Aborigi-
‘nal ‘Health Services which, like
all Aboriginal health services,

~have widened into political and

Lresource ° centires, - have mys-
teciously -gone out -of order I.hen
+began to work asaln. *

“We - know: eur-

257, Seph. 1281

C- uns
black

ani e of us undn ]
'suppeqlanoe said Mr g‘e -

1 was them I suppose I'd have
me under surveillance, but that
doesn't mean I like it."”

CHOGM — the Commonwealth
Heads of Govern
opens in Melbo
day and Mr Foley. and his
Aboriginal strategists have 'He-
come the black -consciénce
won't shaken off Ma!cnlm
Fraser's back.

It has become a small war of

tactics and intelligence — the
Aborigines determined to have
their problems well and truly
raised, the Prime | Minister
determined to keep all dirty spots
off the host's table cloth.
Vanuatu's Mr Walter Lini
is being juggled by both sides,

Mr Foley saying he will raise '

Aboriginal rights and 2 lot more,
Mr Fraser saying no he won't,
he's a good friend of mine, and
Mr . Foley countering, "he/';« a
better friend of mine”,

What is obvious is that the
Aborigines are mno: ) r the
voteless, political . nafves they
were 13 years aga” Dr Anwar
Barkat, the political scientist and
head of the recent World Council
of Churches tour, ' called Mr
Foley a

"ol masterful_oganiser and
natural leader. THe of the
Foreign Alffairs” Department in
Vanuatu t r Foley he was

a most effictive strategist. Blacks
from othr countries now come
w0 %‘ln'l and his core group, to
take lessons. £

Mr Foley, d 31, along with'
his colleague Bruce McGuinness,
chairman of the VAAS has fm'-
10 years been one of the main-

e 0B Wedhes.

- CHOGM. They'll

Aboriginal ~

WALTER LINI re-
mains steadfast in his
belief that the controversial
World Council of Churches
report on should
be raised at A
“To him, Aberiginal rights are
- Yyery mur«:l;rM tied up with two
s _and the . North-South
e
The Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth's newest mem-
ber sme,the luls
country’s excel-
lent relations by threatening w
diseuss the

We were ul]dns In his
austere office in the white
Government building built by
the former colonial powers on
m of the hill nmlwldu Vila

ma AND ITS UNSHAKEABLE FRIEND £

by Mr Lini at CHOGM would
jeopardi

e e A

Itis seen
as a unique
opportunity
for the
movement
to establish
world
eontacts
ABORIGINAL
GARY FoLev

He was clearly not Impressed

the crii.ltlmvl‘rom lhsr:l:afrb
man of the Parliamentary
Fnrelgn Affairs aml Defence

who nlt?:h: gra tous -
se Australian

aid to
Mr Linl sald: “If they (coun-
tries givi ald) hten the
SCTEWS nuts make us
dance to their tune then we
will be obliged to play our own
tune and make our own dance.

“We believe very strongly
that If we are golng to be part-
ners or friends or nelghbors we
should be so on the best pos-
sible terms rather than to he
seen as being ed along by
Australia and despised by other
Pacific States Austra-
lia does not take into account
views expressed by these

States.”
— GERRY CARMAN

~ Stay group 01' Aboriginal activists,
Goodyl :

ooking, strong, lithe, he

wears city jeans, one silver ear
ring, has’ a quick mind, quick

tongue, flashing smile and flash-

m% anger.
ome say Mr Foley should
soften his approach. He is often
labelled a militant, in Queens-
land a terrorist. But this way
he's the spearhead people notice.
He said: “At Fraser's meeting,
one suggestion was to get a
‘tame” Aborigine to make a pub-
lic attack on me, but they could-
n't find anyone with enough pres-
tige to do it
“They've selected some mice
little tame Aborigines in well-
paid Government jobs to act as
advisers to delegates during
be ml:ul:ﬂng the
line, the mere
m;l&l:r.-rlslnea: will give

Govern
fact th
this

! “‘. hlﬁh
partment of Affairs,

al from the De- b
Aboriginal

who we regard as a racist and
hatchet man, will also be an ad-
viser at OGM.

“We don't plan to let Fraser
get away with it. We'll be distri-

uting background material on
these ‘advisers’ to all delegates,
forewarning them which Abor-
‘1 ines are Uncle Toms and which

they can trust.”

Mr Foley says no wild demon-
strations  are lanned * fur
CHOGM, rather the Aborigines
will be using the occasion like
diplomats. It is seen as an oppor-
tunity for the movement to es-
tablish world contacts, using the
World Council of Churches re-
port to generate interest.

The Aborigines have already
sent the W report and other
material to every participating
country.

The Aborigines will alwlm:sly
be to p:;;nﬁa.l [ri:en;lbso in

fric expect ut
hall.' to be sympathetic, :

hakeable
conscience

Aborigines from all States are
arriving in Melbourne as well as
a group of Maoris. Mr Foley said,
*“We expect Fraser to do a song
and dance on Muldoon's head
over the Springboks, and Mul-
doon will cite the Aborigines to
criticise Fraser. We'll have the
Maoris on board to pour it back
on_ Muldoon.™

The Aborigines see the Bris-
bane Commonwealth Games as
the next opportunity to put their
case, internationally.

“During CHOGM we'll be try-
ing to ascertain what stpport we
can get for a boycolt or protests,’

v said Mr Foley.

After CHOGM, Mr TFoley will
spond six months writing, the- his-
tory .of the black movement in
Australia, |

Foley was bomn in Grafton and
gh Tew up in TenterﬁeTu. NSWyalsa

e home of Peter Allen, “T was a
football star and a champion run-
ner, and it gave me a sort of self-
confidence a lot of other blacks
don't have.

"“We lived in a humtgy and
graduated to a house on the edge
of town. My dad was an itinerant
worker, and when I was 14 he
went to Queensland. I'd already
seen Queensland's way of treating
blacks, and didn't want to go, so
1 went and lived with my grand-

.mother on a settlement at Nam-

bucca Heads till 1965, then I
came to Sydney.”

He became a qualified air-con-
ditioning design draftsman, a skill
he has never used.

In 1972 he was a co-founder
of the Aboriginal Embassy. In
1973 he co-wrote and acted in
the first Aboriginal stage produc-
tion at Nimrod, ‘Basically Black’,
and in 1974 was the leader of
an Aboriginal delegation to China.

He worked for the Department
of Aboriginal Affairs in Canberra,
was sacked after six weeks, then

‘moved to Sydney to take up a

sition  with Aboriginal

edical Service,

He co-directed the Aboriginal
film, ‘Backroads’ with Phil N
then taught at Swinburne Col ege
in the Community Organisation
Course for Aborigines for two
vears “till the Government closed

the

‘it down as they reckoned we were

too radical”. In 1978 he was with
a group who took 13 films on
Black Australia to the Cannes
Film Festival, then to Germany
and England.

“I realised we should be trying
to develop international links, so
in 1979 T went back to England
and helped set up Aboriginal In-
formatlon Centres there and in

urope.’

Mr Foley was In Svdne}r this
week to complain to the Austra-
lign Council of Churches. One of
the maior recommendations of
the WCC report was that the
Australian churches should make
a significant gesture and hand
bark some land to Aborigines.

“Nnt ane of them has vet maov-
ed to give hack one inch, an
it's irking us,” he sllld.



