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By MARK METHERELL

An Aboriginal greup has es-
tablished an international net-
work Lo tell the world of its
civil rights battles in Australia.

In less than two yecars, the
group, which will not give details
of financing or membership, has
sel wup an organisation with
offices in London and Amsterdam,
six “support committees’ in five
other European countries, and
reciprocal  arrangements with
Morth American Indian groups.

A [ounding member of ti
group, B aid yester-
day the campaign had its [irst
significant coup last week., He
said the threat of world displea-
sure forced Lhe Prime Minlster,
Mr Fraser, and seven other Mini-
sters, to spend four hours in an
unsuceessful attempt to dissuade,
Aboriginal leaders from going to
the UN on Lhe Noonkanbah issue.

Mr Foley, a director of the
Aboriginal Health Service in Mel-
bourne, said the overséas net-
work copied propaganda tactics
from southern African and Pales-
tinian liberation groups.

“We felt that by going overseas
we could get a far fairer hearing
with less bias and misconception.
Now we have enormous support,
said Mr Foley. “We starled telling
people overseas *This is what Mr
Fraser says about _southemn
Africa, buy here is what it i3
like for the indigenous people of
his own country™.”

Commenting on the moves, the
chairman of ihe Aboriginal Ad-
vancement League in Melbourne,
Mr Graeme Atkinson, said yester-
day the overseas drive had resull-
ed from the lack of interest in
Aborizines shown by many local
institutions.

“The other thing is that the
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image projected overseas of Aus-
tralia by the Government is that
everything is rosy here as far as
the lreatment of the indigenous
inhabitants", said Mr Atkinson,

The chdirman of the Victorian
Aboriginal Land Council, Mr Jim
Berg, said: “Our eflforts overseas
have paid off. As far as | am con-
cerned, the Mational Aboriginal
Conference was a paper liger
until last nizht. Now it has come
af age.” o

Mr Foley said there were now
two committees in West Germany
promoting the issue as well as
Zroups in Denmark, France, Aus-
tria, Holland and Switzerland, The
groups are largely connected with
church and youth organisations.’

He said the Swiss committee,
with support from the London
group, would provide help when
delegates of the Mational Abori-
ginal Conference put the Noon-
kanbah case to the Geneva meet-
ing of the UM sub-committee on
the elimination of racial Wis-
aCrimination.

Mr Foley said the International
network had no connection with
the NAC and preferred to keep,
details of its membership and
financing “covert™.

“We expect that the Govern-
ment, sooner or later. will have
to try to neutralise ws and
render us ineffective. We are
being very cautious about what
we say.” said Mr Foley,

He said all funding for the net-
work came from oOveérseas. An
undiselosed “world-wide agency”
contributed four return zir fares
a year for Aboriginal campaign-
ers to visit Europe, Other anony-

mous donors financed the full-
time office in Lotdon and a part-.
time bureau in Amsterdam. The
organisation shared facilities in
Eurgpe and the United States
with Indian cihil rights groups.
The group planned Lo establish
Jinks in the Middle East and
Africa later this year, and next
year in Latin America. o

Mr Foley said the first signifi-
cant indication of the strength of
the international campaign came
this week in the - Noonkanbah
talks. e

He said the NAC meeting with
the Government was "unpreced-
ented in Aboriginal history™.

The Prime Minister said after
the meeting that the reaction of
overseas countries should not be
“the determinant of what we do
here”. A former South African
academic said vesterday such a
reaction was reminiscent of South
Alrica's response to criticism from
world leaders, including Mr Fra-
ser, of its apartheid policies.

Dr Colin Tatz, professor of
polties at the University of New
England, said: "White South
African constantly says it cares
not a damn what the rest of the
world thinks about apartheid . . .
nevertheless South Africa has
been forced to _react to what
those nations say and do.”

Professor Tatz described the
NAC's decision to go to the UN
as “terribly significant”™. “If they
get organisation status at the UN
we could see the beginning of
what South Africa has been en-
during since 1946 . . . it is a first
step, from that, it is a kind of
%ﬂinl of no return,” said Professor
Talz.

No company
spokesmen

PERTH. — The West Australian
manager of Amax, the company
that wants to drill at Neonkanbah,
has no cantact with the media.

Yesterday “The Age' requested
in writing the co-operation of
company representatives in Noop-
kanbah. The letter was transmit-
ted to the United States and a
reply returned three hours later.

It said: “Amax dees not have
an{ representatives in Noonkan-
bah who can act as company
spokesmen. If you have any ques-
tions you can submit them in
writing at this office
swers.”
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