Age 29th June 1988

Mansell group held
up in passport hitch

By ROD FRAIL,
Sydnay

Members of an Aboriginal dele-
gation to Libya, led by Mr Michael
Mansell, were held by Immi-
gratlon officials for almost two
hours at Sydney Alrport yesterday
when Lhey tried to use “Aborig
inal" passports to get back into the
country,

A spokesman for (he Immigra-
tion Departiment, Mr Gordon Ben-
jamin, said officers were obliged
by law to detain anyone Who ar-
rived without a proper passport.

Mr Mansell and four other
Aborigines arrived on a Lufthansa
flight just after 6am and went
through Customs, where they de-
clined to show Australian pass
ports and were referred lo
Immigration.

Mr Benjamin Sald alternative
identification was sought from
people who had 105t passports.

“Michael Mansell is a well-
known figure and our staff had no
trouble in identifying him,” Mr
Benjamin said.

“His four colleagues were ques-
tioned in an amicable way about
who they were and a computer
check showed they had been is-
sued with Jegitimate passports.

“The last of them was cleared
at about 8.15."

Mr Mansell said last night it was

Mr Mansell: denied trip
was a failure.

disappointing that the people who
had invaded this country were
using force to ensure Aboriginal
Slatus as a natlon was nol
récognised.

The delegation falled to meet
the Libyan leader, Colonel Gad-
dafi, and secure trade sanctions
against Australia. But Mr Mansell
denled the trip was a failure.

“It would have been nice, of
course, to speak (o the leader of
the country -but circumstances
just prevented that," he said.

“1 think that the success of the
trip overseas has opened up a
whole new era of the Aboriginal
movement which includes, of
course, future frips of Aborigines
fo Libya.”



