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Let us work the land, ¢

DyLIHDSA‘f MURDOCH,
Newcastle

Tucked deep in the policy speech
. of Mr Wal Murray, who hopes to

become the Deputy Premier of
New South Wales, were a few
lines that threated the livelihood
of some of the stnte's newest

uh'epmn.eu
-The National Paﬂ}r palicy read:
“Aboriginal land rights as applied
under state and rat!eral legislation
have been expensive and
depressing tatlure ... In govern-
ment, we will abolish land rights
in New South Wales.
"'The $24 million annually
which is now paid into Aboriginal

land councils will be withdrawn.

So, too, will the reserves

held I:qr the land councils.”
The policy, by the
Liberal leader, Mr Greiner, has

NSW black leadars. who
claim that it will ruin unterprlsea

developed by Aboriginal commu-
nities.

Mr Tiga Bayles, chairman of
the NSW Couneil, said: "It is
a direct return to the handout sys-

- tem for Aborigines. We don't want

handouts. All we are asking for is
an opportunity to become eco-
nomiecally independent.”

Mr Murray said a coalition gov-
ernment would direct land coun-
cils’ funds into areas of need for
Aborigines, such as housing,
health and education, and more
teachers, nurses, doctors and
aides, He denled that he was advo-
cating a return to the handout
mentality,

“If there i8 a need, then that

- need will be met," he sald. "The
~ money will reach lts target and

will be accounted for.

Aborigines will benefit, and not
just a privileged few as at
present.”

i eHenderaunand L&Ldsuy R:dgewa:,: pick l',omntos.s on Abarfglnd land mrﬂemue Eight months ago it was unused Crown land.

funding of 120 Iand coun-
cils iu%sw has helped Aborl%nes
develop sheep stations,
motels, office blocks and taurlst
venues. The NSW Land Council
claims that most of the projects
could be economically indepen-
dent of Government funding with-
in five or 10 years. =

At Tanilba Bay, near Newcas-
tle, the Aboriginal flag flies at the
gate of a neat, 73-hectare market
garden growing tomatoes, beans,
cucumbers and corn. The chair-
man of the local land council, Mr
Jeff Bradford, said: “'Eight
months ago, this was unused

- Crown land ... Now it is empiny—
peaple.”

ing Aboriginal
‘The council was ted the
Iand under the NSW m Rights

Act, with §40,000 to buy equip-
ment and put up Ian:e.-s. "We

say - blacks

,:ZS;

m-meumnmmn

cleared the scrub, did all the
]‘.lllntlng and built a shed,” Mr
Bmdtordmﬂ,"':l‘hemnneydidu’t
go far but it was enough to get us
started. We take $100 a day from
sales al the pate, and the rest of
the produce we sell at market."

Under the coalition policy, the
land council at Tanilba Bay would
lose funding of about $60,000 a
year. Mr Bradford said that with
the market parden and other pros-
pects, Including an oyster bed and
leasing of other land granted
under the Land Rights Act, the
council had an excellent chance
of becoming acunmulmuy inde-
pende.ut.

“It was something wewernalt
working towards. The Aboriginal
people here want to work ... to
make a success of these enter-
pﬂsu,Nwweallwuldb&uutnl..
work after 19 Mar



