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Call to free all black prisoners

ALL Aboriginal prison-
ers except those con-
victed of the most seri-
ous crimes should be im-
mediately released, Abo-
riginal activist Mr Mi-
chael Mansell said yes-
terday.

Speaking on The Aus-
tralian Public Opinion
Hotline, Mr Mansell
says Aboriginal people
should have the right
to determine their own
future, elect their own
government, run their

own land and operate
their own legal system.

Mr Mansell, a barris-
ter and solicitor with
the Tasmanian Aborig-
inal Legal Service, says
the Australian legal
system denies justice
for Aborigines.

Mr Mansell says Abo-
rigines have the high-
est rate of deatlhs in
this country and “there
is cnough evidence Lo
suggest that some Abo-
riginal people have

simply been murdered
in police custody”,

But a spokeswoman
for the Minister for Ab-
original Affairs, Mr
Hand, said yesterday
that the Federal Gov-
ernment would not

support Mr Mansell's
proposal. She said the
Muirhead Royal Com-
mission was looking at
whal could be done to
reduce the high num-
in

ber of Aborigines
custody.




