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Whitlam minister
backs Pilger claim

By DENNIS ATKINS
A FORMER Federal
Minister yesterday
claimed lhat alleged
CIA Iinvolvement in
the sacking of the
Whitlam Government

: had beenoutlined at a

Labor Caucus meet-
ing in 1977.

Mr Clyde Cameron,
Lebor Minister from 1873
1 1075, said former Prinwe
Minister Ciough Whitlam
had given a long kddress
te Caucus in May of that

car on CIA Involvemaoent
n Austrails.

He said Mr Whitlam
alleged the British intelli-
gence service was also in-
vuived In the lead-up to
the November, 1975 sack-
ing. "decoding Australlan
Fureign Affalrs messages”
for the CIA.

Mr Cameron's claim sup-

® Clyde -Crnarcn .
cloim supports Pilger

sorts a televiston
documentury by Austra-
lian-born journuilst John
Pillger that wlll be
screened in Britain today.

Pilger, quoting a
Washington CIA source,
clalms the US intelllgence
service and Britain's MI4
coilaborated in a bid to
discredit the Whitlam
Covernment.

The program ualso
alleges a senlor Canberra

bureauerat was a go-
between for British intelli-
gence and former
Governor-General Sir

John Kerr.

The Federal Govern-

ment has dismissed the

Pilger claims,

A spokesman for the
Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, said Pilger was

“not renowned for getting

things right".

"The Prime Minister
places no rellance upon
anylhing he (¥ilger) says,”
the spokesman saig.

Former Prime Minister
Malcolm Fraser sald the
Piiger cluim was an
absurdity.

Mr Fraser, who bene-
fited from the 1975 sacking
by winning a premature
election, sald allied coun-
tries did not use their in-
telligence services to med-
dle In the Internal affairs of
friends.
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Mr Whitlam could not be
contacted last night.

Mr Cameron is re-
nowned for his detailed
diaries and accurate notes
of meetings of Labor
forums such as Caucus.

Mr Cameron said Mr
Whitlam made his Caucus
address prior to a Par
ltamentary urgency mo-
tion on the CIA.

Mr Whitlam told Crucus
the then acting hepd of
ASIO had shown him In
1075 a service to service
mc-.ssm?e ifrom the CIA
identitying a mllitary
attache at the US Embas-
sy, Mr Richard Stailings,
#8 a CIA operative,
sald.

Mr Whitlam sald Mr
Btallings was res?omiblr
for Pine Gap which was
"ne more than a listening
post for the CIA", he said.

Mr Cameron said Mr
Whitlam told Caucus he
had no doubt the CIA had
triggered the eventy of
November, 1875 and that
the British héd decoded
Australla Forelgn Affairs’
cables for the Americans.

Forelgn Affalrs Depart.
ment head In 1873, Mr
Alan Renoul, anid lant
night It was “entirely
plausible” the British in-
telligence aervice hud
played a role in the events
of 1875,

Mr Renouf aaid the CIA
could have axpressed its
disqulet with the Whitlar
Government to the Brit
ish, who couid have pasased
these views on to 8ir John

IT.
A. uUs Embnuy spokes-
gotions of

CIA umﬂw le nnt. yet

baen responded
British High c:mnmm

* slon officials Were unavuil-

able for comment.

But a spokesman for the
British Prime Minister,
Mirs Thltchur was quoted
ns u nu ita Ig happened g
Ionz ime'a



