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Black
power

on
ma

THE Aboriginal flag flew
high yesterda% a8 more
thun 20,000 black and
white Australians joined in
a protest march through
the streets of Sydney.

Organisers were amazed at
the size of the crowd, which
made ils wu; from Redivin
Oval o Hyde Park to “support
the Aboriginai strugele lor
peace, justice and freecom”.

Traditional tribal dancers
cume from all over the country
tn tuke part in what many
called the black alternative to
the celebration of a nation.

The murch was the largest
seen in Bydney since the Viet-
nann moratoriums,

ILowas destpied to focus
ableiniion i Black stoug-
zle on the da{' betore the Mulr
rm;-.d Inquiry into Black
Deaths In Custody Deglng in
Aveigide,

None of the expeeted vio-
lenee Dured during the march
as pulice and rally organisers
kept tight eontrol,

Aboriginal  activikt GQuary
Poley said the support from
both bluck and while Austra-
llans hud been overwhelming.

"“It's bren beyond all ex-
pectutions,” Mr Foley sald.

“Let's hope Bob Hawke and
his Qovernment gets this mes
sage loud and clear from all
these people bere iday,

“IUS so muagnificent Lo nee
biack and while Australians
topelher in bharmony,

“It's whut we always said
could huppen, This is what
Austrativ could and should be
ke

The murchers were given
ruppoe! N organisetions us
diverse as the PLO @nd the
Ttlian Migran! Workers Find

e,

A number of tribul eldors
refused 1o be pholographed as
they led the procession,

One  elevison news crew
wars tald Lo have sothe respect.
when it tried 1o 8l some of
the tribesnen performing
ritval dunces

A deafening roar ercupted
when Che protest. mareh fnaly
recachetd Hlyde Park just aflter
2 pm,

the
rch

Hundreds of both bluck and
white families hid lined the
wills of the park to cheer the
procession,

‘The Rev Charles Marrls, 8
leuding figure in the March '88
committee, said It was an his-
tarie peeasion for the Aborlgi-
nal people.

He suid Aborigines wanted
the  Australian Government
and the world to know that

atice for too fung.
- elaimed Aborigines had
bev:: manipulated and oppres-
&ed, their children vietims of
raeisim and they were treated
as forvigners in their own iand,
‘Wi ure the sovereign people
ity land and thig eelebra-
it g farce, at's nypocrisy,”
crher, o proecssion of 2000
wiginals made their wayv
fern to 0 harborside

Y.

anised by radicai Byd- |
delivists, Lhe rally
wetedd & rowdy crowd
S ineiuded Michuael Man.
:and Charles Perkins,
‘Uwiee the marchers were in-
Pordin stund-ulls with w
ingent ol 100 poilee who |
triesd to bloek thelr progress, |
agp the miareh was not offt- |

net

‘T tense situations ended
it violence when police
L Troup b proceed
iluils,
ut the tent embossy,
droup set oft flares and
1 uwuy from an attempt
vule Lhe Arst white lund-
Australia, dumping two
ipants gently, but un-
oniously, into the wuter,
wmer Austratiun Prime
vr Muleolm Fraser suld

1 pity thal Aborlgines
et yraterday

U8 not doing Lheir own
e Justice by this protest.
Austrulians today con't and
shiouldn't feel gullty for xome
thing done by some English

cople 200 yewrs wgo” Mr
Prustr suibe! i Bydiiey.

“The great pity is they have
net Leen uble te join in Lthe
colehrabion, 1L Woitd have
advantaged the Aboriging
euuse much more.”
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