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Black out

to claim

Engiand

ARORTQTINAT. activ.
ist Burnum Burnum
arrived in London
yesterday to claim En-
gland for his people,
as a man considered
by many to be the
father of land rights
died in the Northemn
Territory.
! Vineent Lingiara, who
' led the Gurindji people in
. a walk-off from Vesteys-
owned Wave Hiil Station
in 1966 t> protest at poor
working and living condi-
tions, died In the remoi.
community of Daguragu.

Tributes poured in
yesterday for Mr Lingiara,
who was bolieved (o be in
his Iate 70= or mid 80

Aboriginal Affairs Minis-
ter, Gerry Hand, has asked
to attend the funeral with
permission from the
Gurindji leaders.

Meanwhile, black actor
Burnum Bumum has been
mobbed by the British
media, which he says he is
manipulating to bring
attention to the plight of
A

BBC-TV had him in for a
midnight interview and he
was scheduled for break-
fast time TV six hours
later.

On Australia Day, Bur-
num Burmnum intends to
paddle a canoe ashore on
the Kent coast, then stand
on the Whute Cliffs of Dov-
er, read the Bumum Bur-

num Deslaratinn and tora
possession of Fnoland in
the name of the Aboriginal
peoples.

But there is more to hig
trip than making what he
agrees is an assurd
speech,

One of the reasons he

has promoted himselfara

representative of his
people is his belief that his
is the “gentle. spiritual”
voice of the Aborigire, un-
like those he called ikhe
present, self-appointed
leaders of Australia’s
lack eommunity

“The reasnn there is so
much urgency for me o
come here is because I've
got the answers and rem-
edies to the problems of
the Aboriginal people,” he
said.

- AAP
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