
 
 

Pilbara traditional owners upset with Andrew 
Forrest over $400m donation announcement 
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23 May 2017 

Yindjibarndi elders (from left) Margaret Read, Rosemary Woodley and Judith Coppin (ABC North 

West WA: Joseph Dunstan) 

Traditional owners of the land on which one of Andrew Forrest's iron ore 
mines sits say the mining magnate's announcement of a $400 million 
donation yesterday feels like a "kick in the teeth". 

The Yindjibarndi people in Western Australia's remote Pilbara are the recognised 
traditional owners of the land where Fortescue Metals Group's (FMG) Solomon Mine 
is located. 

For the past eight years, the Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation (YAC) has been in 
conflict with FMG over what constitutes fair compensation from the site. 

YAC's CEO Michael Woodley said news of Mr Forrest's multi-million-dollar donation 
to a range of charitable causes upset him. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/abc-local/joseph-dunstan/7538700
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-05-23/yindjibarndi-women/8550108
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"If it wasn't serious you'd be laughing about it … because this is a kick in the teeth to 
the Yindjibarndi people," Mr Woodley said. 

"Giving $400 million away from the country that he's mining, which belongs to the 
Yindjibarndi people, and other traditional owner groups as well around the Pilbara." 

Michael Woodley, CEO of the Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation, says Andrew Forrest is giving 

away proceeds from their land. 

The deal put forward by FMG offered significant employment on its mine sites and 
scholarships for families, but did not offer large lump sums to be paid to YAC. 

Mr Forrest has long maintained that large cash payments to Aboriginal corporations 
constitute "corporate cash welfare" and fail to produce tangible benefits to the 
Aboriginal communities they represent. 

"We oppose 'corporate cash welfare', largely because we have seen the statistics of 
communities that are run by people who simply believe in hand-outs, hence the 
significant effort and resources we have provided to date in education, training, 
housing, and employment," he told the ABC in a statement. 

"[The $400m donation] has been widely supported by people who share our concern 
for issues such as cancer, modern slavery, early childhood development, Indigenous 
development, and education," he said. 

Mr Woodley said Mr Forrest's approach to negotiating native title agreements was at 
odds with the industry standards set by Rio Tinto and BHP. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-05-23/michael-woodley-%E2%80%93-ceo-of-yindjibarndi-aboriginal-corporation-(y/8550292
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"This guy's come into our community and is basically saying that 'this is who I've 
recognised Yindjibarndi as being, this is all I think that you guys are entitled to, and 
that's my position, take it or leave it'," Mr Woodley said. 

"Now that's his ideology." 

Andrew Forrest, Malcolm Turnbull and Russell Crowe stand together after the announcement of Mr 

Forrest's major philanthropic donation. (ABC News: Marco Catalano) 

Deal has divided community 

However, there has been disagreement in the Yindjibarndi community over whether 
Andrew Forrest's deal is fair. 

A small group of community members argue that YAC should accept FMG's deal, and 
have launched failed legal bids, and received organisational support from FMG, to be 
recognised as the legal entity representing Yindjibarndi traditional owners. 
The division in the community has been bitter and resulted in physical violence in the 
Pilbara remote community of Roebourne, where the majority of the Yindjibarndi 
community lives. 

YAC's vice-chairwoman Margaret Read said watching FMG's deal splinter her 
community over eight years made the announcement of Mr Forrest's generous 
donation difficult to bear. 

"It might make other Australian people's lives better … but he's actually destroyed the 
Yindjibarndi tribe," Ms Read said. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-05-23/russel-crowe,-andrew-forrest-and-malcolm-turnbull/8550282
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"We don't ask for many, many dollars. All we're asking for is a fair go … for whatever 
they do on our land, we need to be compensated as well." 

Other Pilbara traditional owners on whose land FMG mines have signed agreements 
with FMG similar to the one offered to the Yindjibarndi community. 

The Yindjibarndi land extends across a section of the inland Western Pilbara, including parts of the 

Millstream National Park. It also takes in Fortescue Metals Group's Solomon mine. (ABC North West 

WA: Joseph Dunstan) 

Upcoming Federal Court ruling could pave the way for FMG to be sued 

A Federal Court determination on exclusive native title rights could be handed down 
any day, and YAC plans to use any successful determination to sue FMG. 

Ms Read said she was determined to use the legal system to extract the cash 
compensation from FMG it had so far refused to pay. 

"All I can say to you is, when we get our native title, we will be putting in for 
compensation, and we will make you pay dearly." 

 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-05-23/yindjibarndi-land/8550318

