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SBS board member Warren Mundine apologises
for expletive tweet

Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Liberal candidate for Gilmore, Warren Mundine during the 2019
federal election campaign.
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SBS board member Warren Mundine says he regrets calling a journalist a “c---" and
will take a break from social media, as the multicultural broadcaster condemned him
for contravening its values and code of conduct.

Mr Mundine, a former federal Liberal Party candidate and former Labor national
president, tweeted the expletive at freelance journalist Ben Eltham on Tuesday night
after he shared the personal mobile number of federal MP Craig Kelly to his followers.
Labor communications spokesperson Michelle Rowland has written to
Communications Minister Paul Fletcher about the matter, demanding he explain why
Mr Mundine should remain on the SBS board of directors.
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Warren Mundine has deleted the tweet where he called freelance journalist Ben Eltham a “c---"



Mr Mundine conceded he “probably should have used a better word” in responding to
Eltham, but said his position that Eltham’s conduct was “dangerous” remained
unchanged.

“I shouldn’t be calling anyone the c-word and | accept that was a stupid thing for me
to do. But the essence of it is that no one should be giving out people’s personal
details,” Mr Mundine said on Wednesday.

“l have deleted it. I've also decided personally that I’'m going to go on a social media
holiday for a couple of weeks and assess the situation.”

Twitter has been filled with commentary about Mr Kelly’s United Australia Party,
which has sent spam text messages to voters urging them to back his anti-lockdown
campaign. On Tuesday afternoon, Eltham tweeted Mr Kelly’s personal mobile to his
almost 56,000 followers, inviting them to send the MP a text responding to the
messages.

Eltham also linked to an article by Crikey article by journalist Bernard Keane, titled
“Hacking Kelly: how to let Craig Kelly, spammer, know how you feel”, which included
the MP’s mobile, office and fax numbers.

Mr Mundine shared Eltham’s tweet with his 34,000 followers, adding the comment:
“You are a c---. What a disgraceful human being you are.”
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SBS condemned Mr Mundine’s remarks and said it was out of step with the
broadcaster’s values.

“The comment made by Mr Mundine is not in line with the values of SBS, does not
adhere to our policies, and is not consistent with the expectations which apply to our
staff or those we work with,” an SBS spokeswoman said. “The SBS Board are expected
to behave in accordance with the SBS Code of Conduct and Mr Mundine has been
reminded of his obligations as an SBS Board member, and has since deleted the tweet.”

Mr Mundine, who is the former Indigenous Advisory Council chairman, was hand-
picked by federal Communications Minister Paul Fletcher to join the SBS board last
year. When he was appointed last October, Mr Fletcher described him a “distinguished
Australian”.

“He will be a valuable addition to the SBS Board, bringing over 40 years of experience
in roles across government, business and the community sector,” Mr Fletcher said at
the time. Mr Fletcher declined to comment on the incident on Wednesday or Labor’s
call for Mr Mundine’s position on the board to be reassessed

SBS’ code of conduct is not publicly available, but the SBS code of practice, updated in
July, requires a “commitment to impartiality and balance”. In her letter to Mr Fletcher,
Ms Rowland referenced a range of tweets by Mr Mundine and questioned why he
shouldn’t be removed for misbehaviour under the provisions of the SBS Act.



“Please confirm whether you, as the responsible Minister, are satisfied that the
performance of Mr Mundine meets the high standards expected of SBS board
members,” Ms Rowland wrote.

In one tweet highlighted in the letter, Mr Mundine criticised Queensland’s chief health
officer Jeannette Young for generating Astra Zeneca vaccine hesitancy in the
Aboriginal community, saying “you have blood on your hands”. In another tweet, also
posted this week, Mr Mundine questioned why the ABC “hate our military personnel”.

Eltham, who lectures at Monash University’s media school, defended his decision to
share Mr Kelly’s contact details and said he did not encourage anyone to abuse Mr
Kelly.

“In my opinion, I have not doxxed Craig Kelly. That’s just the mobile number that is
on the bottom of his public media releases,” Eltham said. “I believe | was providing my
followers with his mobile number to express their opinions back to an elected
representative. | mean he’s an MP. He’s not a private figure. Moreover, he’s used a
massive database to send unsolicited text messages of a political nature to people
without an option to opt-out.”

Eltham said he was not offended by Mr Mundine’s comment. “I defend Warren’s right
to free speech on the platform as well. I don’t condone abuse, obviously, but I’'m not
too worried about it,” he said. “The moral of the story is never tweet.”

But Eltham said Mr Mundine should try to understand more about the abuse
journalists receive on social media. “I think that he could talk to some female and First
Nations journalists at SBS and learn about the kind of abuse that working journalists
cop day in and day out on social platforms,” Eltham said. Eltham’s writing has been
published by Crikey and the Guardian Australia.

Australia’s other government-funded broadcaster, the ABC, has also faced scrutiny for
behaviour on Twitter. Following a grilling about the broadcaster’s social media policies
at estimate hearings, ABC boss David Anderson warned employees they were legally
accountable for their personal social media accounts. He also said they could face
disciplinary action under the ABC Code of Conduct for their posts.

Mr Kelly’s phone appeared to be switched off on Wednesday and could not be reached
for comment.
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